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Abstract. We present and describe some ancient Greek coins with astronomical symbols like
the Sun, the crescent Moon, the stars, etc. limited to these representing on their observe sides
the main Greek gods/goddesses. Besides, information about the place they were found, or the
city in which they were issued, as well as the estimated time is also given.
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1. PROLOGUE

The big and developed cities of ancient Greece were in reality countries. So, each
one of them had its own coins, as well as its own numismatic unit, which defined the
various coins value. In ancient Athens for example numismatic unit was the silver
drachma, 1 dpyvpa dpayun, consisting of 6 obolus or obols, 6folod¢ or 6fsioie. The
latter were sticks of metals used as currency as early as 1100 BC, but these which will be
presented here have the form of almost circular coins, as those used today.

The name of drachma comes from the Greek verb dpdrrew=grasp, since it was
supposed that somebody can hold 6 obols with his handful. Besides, there were
didrachma and tetra-drachma having 2 and 4 times the drachma’s value, respectively.
The former, i.e. didrachmon, didpayuov, was also called stater, sratip. Obols had small
value, although there were coins with even smaller, as well as with bigger like diobols,
gqiwfoia, and tetrobols, tezpafola, i.e. coins with 2 and 4 times the obol’s value.

Bigger numismatic units were mna, pva, and talanton, télavzov, which were also
used as units of weight as happened in antiquity. Mna’s name comes very probably from
the Semitic mina and was consisted of 100 drachmae, while talanton contained 60 mnae.

In Aristotle’s time, (384-322 BC), mna was called Attica mna, while before Solon’s
epoch, (630-570 BC), commercial or market mna. Besides, both mna and talanton had
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different weights in the various cities-countries according to their numismatic system. In
the Aigenian numismatic system for example mna weighted 637 g, while in the Evoic
873 g. The bigger units like mna and talanton, although not used in everyday life because
of their big weight are also mentioned in the Bible. Both were used by the Jews, too;
although they had different value than the Greek ones. A Jew talanton for example was
equal to 100 Jew mnae and each mna contained 60 shekels, siglos. The latter was the
Jew’s numismatic unit and weighted about 12 g, while it was also used by many other
East countries.

A specific icon on a coin of an ancient city was in most cases characterised it. For
this it was called the «lalovv adufiolov», i.e. the «talking symbol» of the city. For
example the symbol of the island of P6dog, Rhodes, was a rose, because the Greek word
podov means rose. Similarly, the symbol of the island of MnjAog, Melos, was an apple, as
in the Greek language the word pniov denotes the apple and so on for other cities. Other
symbols often used in the beginning were the heads of gods, or goddess, who considered
protecting or naming a city. Such is for example the head of the goddess Athena, Adyva,
after which the city of Athens, Afjva, was named. Besides, themes from the Greek
Mythology were also used very often. On the other hand, only after Alexander’s the Great
death the faces of some well-known kings were presented on ancient coins.

In a previous very short paper, (Rovithis-Livaniou and Rovithis 2010), a few
ancient coins with astronomical symbols were presented. We shall continue showing and
describing such coins more systematically starting from the Greek ones. According to
their presentations on observe, we have divided them into main as well as into sub-
categories, which will be described in 3 parts. In the present first part we shall be limited
to the coins on which the main gods are shown on their observe sides.

2. THE GOD ZEUS AND THE GODDESS HERA

According to the Greek Mythology, king of the Olympian gods was Aiag Dias or
Zeug Zeus, who was married to “Hpa, Hera. So, it was natural these two gods to be
presented in the coins of many ancient cities, with Zeus to be more often used.

a b c

Fig. 1 — a: Coin from Apulia, (300-225) BC, Eagle and crescent Moon; b: Coin from Campania,
Head of Zeus and 2 stars behind / Eagle with open wings and stars below wings; c: Coin of (85-65) BC
from Pharnakeia, Pontos, Eagle on thunderbolt, star, monogram and ®APNAKEIQN;

d: Coin of (215-205) BC, Brettii, Bruttium™™ , eagle, cornucopia, star and BPET-TIAN in Greek.
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In Figs. 1, 2, 3 Zeus is the main subject of observe combined with various other
subjects on reverse sides of the coins. Actually, Zeus’s head is usually seen on observe
either laureate, or corned, being Ammon-Zeus; so, we do not repeat it in legends limited
only to the reverse side’s descriptions.

Fig. 2 — a-b: Tetra-drachmae of king Philip II[Z], (323-315) BC, Horse with warrior & crescent or star
below and ®IAII-TIOY & AP; c: Coin from Panormon, Sicily, Horse with a star above;
d: Coin of (217-213) BC from Apulia, Horse galloping left, star above and monogram; e: Coin of 4th

century BC from Adramytteion, Mysia[3], Horse and horseman, 8-rays star

It is worthwhile to add that many other similar to the above coins shown in Fig. 1
was minted by other cities, too. Besides, in Fig. 2, Zeus’ head is combined with a horse
with or without warrior with a star or a crescent Moon above or even below the horse.
Furthermore, in Figs. 3 a, b, ¢ Zeus’ head is combined with Zeus, Artemis and Nike,
respectively, while in Fig. 3d Zeus is presented as Ammon with a star on reverse.

d
Fig. 3 — a: Coin from Neopaphos, Cyprus, Zeus standing holding sceptre and ears corn, star above;
b: Artemis driving galloping and 2 stars above; c: Electron coin of (377-326) BC from Mytilene, Leshos,

Bust of winged Nike and 2 stars above; d: Coin from Thymbra, Troas[4], 4th century BC; Bearded and
horned head of Ammon Zeus / 8-rays star and ®-Y between 3 rays.

Moreover, in Fig. 4 we can see Zeus on reverse seating on his throne and holding
his sceptre and his lovely bird eagle, while on observe Hercules head with lion’s skin is
shown.

Fig. 4 — Coins of Philip IT and Alexander the Great; observe: Hercules with lion’s head; reverse: Zeus
seating on his throne holding sceptre and his eagle; moreover a: Drachma of (323-317) BC, crescent
above A and @IAIIIIIOY; b: Coin of (310-275) BC, star above cone and AAEEANAP[OY]; c: Tetra-
drachma of (300-290) BC and AAEEANAPOY ; d: BAZIAEQY OIAIIIIOY & head of Helios and KY.



Eleni ROVITHIS-LIVANIOU, Flora ROVITHIS 4

Finally, Zeus’ and Hera’s heads are represented on one coin from Kromna, where a
star is also appeared behind Hera’s neck, (Fig. 5, a). In the rest coins of Fig. 5 Hera’s
head is shown on observe; so, in legends only the reverses are described.

Fig. 5 — a: Silver drachma from Kromna, Paphlagonials], (340-300) BC, Head of Hera with
decorated crown, star behind her neck & legend KPQMNA in Greek; b: Coin from Panormon, Sicily,
Cow with the Sun shining above; c: Cow with the Sun shining above, (380-340) BC;

d: Coin of (210-200) BC from Venusia, 3 crescent Moons with star within each.

3. THE GODS HELIOS/SUN AND APOLLO

As is known, ancients had deified the Sun, Moon, planets etc. Originally god Helios
was identified with our Sun, as jiioc is the Greek word for sun. God-Helios does not
belong to the dwdexdBeov, dodekatheon, i.e. the 12 main Olympian gods; the word
originating from the Greek words dmdska=twelve and 6edc=god. Even so, we have
included god Helios here together with Apollo, because the later took his place as the god
of light.

a b

Fig. 6 — a: Coin from Calabria, 334/333 BC, thunderbolt back to back and letters AA-EE[G];
b: Coin from Kranae, Laconia, Peloponnesus, grape cluster & crayfish below and KPAN;
c: Copper coin of (300-270/260) BC from Clitoris, Arcadia, Peloponnesus, K, A and H grouping KAH
for city’s name; d: Stater of (460-400) BC from Kyzikos, Mysia, Asia Minor, Naked Helios kneeling
right and holding 2 horses prancing left and right, tuna down.

God Helios is usually represented on observe side of the coins with a radiated
human face either profile or enface, and combined with various themes, as seen in Figs. 6,
7 and 8. So, although not a usual stellar symbol, like sun/star or Moon, appeared in these
coins, we have included them because of the radiated face symbolism’; and continue
doing so even when this face is not radiated anymore. In all these coins, only the legends
of their reverse sides are described, since on observe the radiated or not Helios face is
shown.
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c

Fig. 7 — a: Coin 3rd-2nd century BC from Soloi-Pompeiopolis, CiIikiam; Athena &Greek legend
SOAEQN; b: Coin of (221-179) BC, Phillip Ill, Thunderbolt & monogram and BAZIAEQX
QIAIIIOY I within oak wreath; ¢: Coin of (204-89) BC from Bruttium; Tripod and T-A; d: Coin
from Myrina, Leshos, 2nd-1st century BC; Amphora MY PL

b

Fig. 8 — a: Coin from Soloi, Athena (holding statue of Nike) andGreek legend XOAEQN; b: Coin of 1st
century BC from Halikarnassos, Karia[g]; ¢ and d: Silver drachmas of (170-150) BC from Rhodes.

On the other hand, in Fig. 9 the changes in his presentation are obvious.

Fig. 9 —a and b: Silver drachmas of 1rst century BC from Halikarnassos, Karia, a: Head of Athena with
helmet, AAIKAPNACEQN, M-OCXOC; b: Head of Athena with helmet, MEAANTAZX /
AAIKAPNAZEQN; c: Coin from the island of Kos, (199-166) BC, Club and bow in a bow case, KQI
above and KAEY XIO between club and bow case; d: Pseudo-Rhodian drachma of 171 BC from
Macedonia Rose stem and AMEINIA[Q]N.

The radiated face of god Helios is shown on the reverse sides of some coins,
without being their main subject; and even on observes as counter-mark, (Fig. 10).

Fig.10 — a: Stater of Phillip 11, (323-317) BC, Helmet Athena’s head / Winged Nike standing, radiated
head of god-Helios, Greek legend BAZIAEQY OIAIIIIOY:; b: Silver di-drachma of around 250 BC
from Sinope, Paphlagonia, Turreted head of the nymph Sinope and countermark radiated head of god
Helios / Poseidon sitting on throne holding dolphin & trident, laureate head of Poseidon and Greek letters
[ZI-N] O/B; c: Tetra-drachma from Abydos, Mysia, head of Artemis with bow and quiver over her
shoulder / Eagle with spread wings and star and radiated head of god Helios; d: Coin of 138/7 from
Athens, new style of tetra-drachma, Helmet head of goddess Athena/ Owl & A/ITA/AY and Z®/EXE in
Greek.
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When Apollo got god Helios position, this happens on the coins, too:

e

Fig. 11 a: Coin of (350-250) BC from Gambrion, Mysia, Laureate head of Apollo & countermark: tripod
/12 rays star, Greek letters " A M between rays, denoting city’s name; b: Coin from Gambrion, Mysia,
4rth-3rd century BC, Star with eight long and eight short rays;
¢: Gold coin of Phillip 11, Apollo & carriage with two horses, star below, ®IAITIIIOY in Greek down; d:
Silver coin of Phillip 11, Apollo & horse with god-Helios below, ®IAIIIIOY in Greek above;

e: Triobol of 280 BC from Calabria, Eagle, 2 amphorae with stars above, NIKA in Greek.

So, a lot of coins with Apollo’s head on their observe side are found. The only
difference between those of god Helios, which also distinguish them, is that Apollo’s
head is usually presented laureate and not radiated, but with a stellar symbol on reverse.
For example, in some gold or silver coins issued by the king Phillip 1l of Macedonia,
(359-336) BC, i.e. Alexander’s the Great father, we can see god Apollo on observe and a
star or the sun under a carriage or a horse, Fig. 11. The Greek word ®IAITITIOY i.e. that
the coin was minted by Phillip is also seen. Besides, as Apollo was the god of light and
music it is natural to be combined either with a stellar symbol — sun/star — or with his
kithara. Thus, except the coins shown so far, in some others with laureate head of Apollo
on observe, we can see various combinations on reverse, as in Fig. 12 for example.

Fig. 12 — a: Laureate head of Apollo /Apollo’s kithara & Greek legend AYKIQN and A-N and star;
b, c and d: Coins from Miletus, Ionia[g], Apollo/lion combination with the sun/star above.

The coins shown in Fig. 12 b, c and d are from the city of Miletus. And since the
symbol of this city was lion, the head of god Apollo is combined with a lion, and the sun,
or a star shining above. We notice that Apollo’s head, as well as lion’s look either at left
or at right, and they are not all the same. Besides, there are various legends written in
Greek and denoting magistrate’s name like AAKIQN, or BIQN as seen in Fig. 12, but also
many others like: GEOINHTOX, XKYOH[X], BPEMQN, XIMOX, EYIIOAIX,
IIPQEENOZ, I[TYOQ[N], AYNAIOZ, ©APXAI' OPAX etc. where the letter in brackets is
missing. Moreover, Apollo in ancient Greek coins is found to be combined with other
gods or ordinary people, as well as with animals others than the lion (Fig. 13).
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a b c

Fig. 13 — a: Apollo’s head /Homer and a star, Smyrna, lonia, 2nd — 1rst century BC; b: Coin of 4rth
century BC from Kebren, Troas; Ram’s head with a star below / Apollo’s head; c: Coin from Gambrion,
Mysia,4th — 3rd century BC, Bull, star above and 'AM for the city’s name; d: Obol from Salapia, Apulia,

(225-210) BC, Horse, star above and SAAA[TIQN] in Greek for the city’s name.

Furthermore, there are many coins from Kios, or Cius at Troas, where the head of
god Apollo appears on observe and the prow of a ship with a star above. In these coins
magistrate’s name is written in Greek. Thus, except the two names seen in Fig. 14, there
are many others, like: BAK-XEYY, 2-QXAN-APOX, AOHNO-AQPOX, [IOXEI-
AQNEIOX, XQXI-T'ENHY, AHMHTPIOZ, etc.

e

Fig. 14 — a and b: Stater and drachma, respectively, from Cius, Troas, (350-300) BC, Apollo’s head /
Prow of ship and star; a: TIPOZEN[OZX] in Greek; b: NIKAZX in Greek; ¢: Obol, of (225-200) BC from
Bruttium, Horse looking left, with star (or pentagram) below; d: Obol of (225-210) from Salapia, Apulia,
Horse, star above and ZAAA in Greek; e: Coin from Gambrion, 4th — 3rd century BC, Bull and star.

Finally, it is worthwhile to mention that such a presentation like the radiated head
of god-Helios and now Apollo is found in some coins dated the 3rd century AD, like

these of Figs. 15.
b

C
Fig. 15 — a: Coin of 3rd century AD from Amorion, Phrygia“ ~, star inside crescent Moon, i.e. the
Pontiak Royal symbol, and AMOPIANQN in Greek; b and c: Coins of (244-249) AD from Hierapolis,
Phrygia, time of Philip I[“]; b: Head of god-Helios and AAIP-BHNOC / Male god in military uniform
and legend; c: Head of god-Helios and IEPOITOA-EIT-QN in Greek / Hygeia-Kybele seated holding
patera feeding serpent; d: Coin of (200-270) AD from Peltai, Greek legend ITE/TH/NQN in wreath.

[10]

4. THE GODDESSES ATHENA, APHRODITE, ARTEMIS AND DEMETER

The helmed head of goddess Adnva Athena is found on observe side of many
ancient coins. Besides, it seems that on the coins of various ancient cities a star on or out
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a god’s helmet, or behind his head was rather common. As regards goddess Athena, in
the coins of Athens but also of some other cities, she is usually presented with her lovely
bird owl on reverse accompanied almost always by a crescent Moon or a star. This does
not mean that the goddess is not found combined with other animals, but a stellar symbol
is always present; even Athena’s shield is sometimes decorated with a star. All these are
shown in Figs. 16, 17, 18 and 19, where in legends only the reverse sides of the coins are
described as all observes — except Fig. 16d — are presenting Athena’s helmeted head.

c

Fig. 16 — a: Silver stater from Corinth, Athena-Pegasus, (345-307) BC; b: Coin of the 180/170 BC from
Chersonesos, Athena-Pallas nd Griffin; c: Coin from Sigeion, Troas, 4th century BC; Doubled bodied
owl, crescent Moon and Greek letters ZIT'E; d: Silver tetra-drachmae of Phillip \, 220 BC; Bearded head
of Phillip V or Zeus / Athena’s shield decorated with star, Greek legend BAXIAEQX/®IAIIIIOY.

Fig. 17 — a: Silver tetradrachm from Athens, after 393 B, Crescent Moon & Greek letters AGE;
b: Coin from Sigeion, Troas, (355-334) BC, Owl, crescent Moon & the city’s name ZIT'E in Greek;
¢: Cain of (265-240) BC from Campania, Cock and star and legend CAIATINO.

Fig. 18 — a: Obol of (330-300) BC from Itanos, Crete, 8-rays star, pallet at centre; b: Coin of (400-300)
BC from Kolone, Troas; 9-rays star, pallet at centre, KOAONAIQN among the rays
¢: Coin of (287-278) BC from Lokroi, Bruttium, Persephone seated left, cradling poppy and stars;
d: Coin of (133-48) BC from Akmoneia, Phrygia, Eagle with open wings alighting from thunderbolt
between 2 stars and MHNOAOTOZX & ZIAAQN in Greek.

b c
Fig. 19 — a: Tetra-drachma of 160 BC from llion, Troas; Athena standing right, star, owl at her feet and
AG®HNAZ in front — IATAAOZX behind and ITEQTOKAEIAQY (magistrate’s name) below; b: Coin of
(150-125) BC from Priene, lonia, Owl standing right on amphora, star at its right side and ivy leaf at its
left, Greek letters form the words ITPI-H[NH] and AXIAAEI/AHE; ¢: Coin of (225-200 ) BC from
Teate, Apulia; Owl, star, five pellets and city’s name TIAT], in Greek.
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Stellar symbols are found on the coins where other goddesses are presented, too.

Fig. 20 — a: Silver drachma from Karia, (465-449) BC, Lion’s head / Head of Aphrodite and star;
b: Stater of 350 BC from Orthagoria, Macedonia, Head of goddess Arthemis / OPOAT'O-PEQN and
crested Macedonian helmet with cheek flaps surmounted by star; c: Coin of 2nd century BC from
Croton, Cicily, Head of Persephone / KPO around 3 crescents.

a b c

Fig. 21 — a: Coin of 300 BC from Uranopolis, Macedonia, 8-rays star with pellet at centre / Aphrodite
Urania seated on globe and holding sceptre & OYPANIAQ-TTOAEQE in Greek; b: Coin from Tenedos,
400 BC, Artemis’s head /Double-axe, star on left, grape on right, Greek letters T E;
¢: Coin from Kardia, Thrace, Demeter or Persephone / Lion with star below, KAPAIA.

5. THE GODS POSEIDON, HERMES AND ARES

The sea god Poseidon is usually shown holding his trident. In the coin of Fig. 22 a
god’s head is presented laureate and bear and crowed by Nike, while his trident appears
behind his neck. On the other hand, in a coin from Aenus, the head of god Hermes is
shown on observe, and a goat with a crescent Moon on reverse, while the Greek letters
AIN I indicate the city’s name: Aivog, Aenus, (Fig. 22 b). Although a big number of coins
with these two gods exist, they do not present any stellar symbol.

Fig. 22 — a: Coin of 215 BC from Brundisium, Calabria, Head of Poseidon, Nike and trident behind /
Youth on dolphin holding wreath-bearing Nike and kithara, legend BR-VN and star;
b: Coin from Aenus, Thrace, Hermes’ head and goat with crescent Moon, and AIN I in Greek.

As regards god Ares, he is shown in the coins of some cities at Pontus combined
with a star inside a crescent Moon, i.e. the Pontiac royal symbol (Fig. 23).
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Fig. 23 a and b: Coins from Chabakta, Pontos, (100-85) and (85-65) BC, respectively, star inside
crescent Moon and XABA K / KT in Greek; c: Coin from Amisos, Pontos, (85-65) BC, sheath, star
inside crescent Moon, monogram and Greek letters AMI-ZOY.

6. GODS AND DIOSKOUROI'S CAPS WITH STARS

According to the Greek Mythology Dioskouroi, as their name denotes, were sons of
Dias, (Dios = Dias’ and kouroi = sons). Following the myth ™, the artists represent them
or only their caps, pillei, with star above each.

a b c d
Fig. 24 — a: Silver hemi-drachma of (175-168) BC from Laconia, Peloponnesus, Head of Zeus / Caps of
Dioscuroi and monograms AA - ®E; b: Coin of 2nd century BC from Adramyteion, Mysia, Head of
Apollo / Dioskouroi’s caps between cornucopia and AAPA-MY/TH-NQN in Greek; c: Coin of 154/3
from Athens, Head of Athena /Owl and caps of; d: Coin of (133-48) BC from Akmoneia, Phrygia;
Eagle with open wings, Dioskouroi caps with stars above and Greek legend.

7. DISCUSSION

Here, we presented in a systematic way ancient Greek coins where some
astronomical symbols appeared. Especially these coins showing the main gods or
goddesses on their observe sides combined with various subjects, but always having a
stellar symbol. So, we’ve seen coins made by various metals, and having various values.
All of them were really very elegant and considered as small pieces of art, because of
their fine and rich decoration.

As mentioned in the Prologue, each city-country had its own numismatic system,
and its own coins; but as it is natural there were equivalencies among them. Similarly,
during Roman times mna could have a weight of 16, 18, 20 or 24 ounces, where the
heavier one was equivalent to 2 Roman litres and to one Athenian market mna. On the
other hand, some gold or silver coins were of universal use, because of the great value of
their metal. Such coins were for example the silver didrachma of Athens, or the golden
ouMnzelon, pilippeioi, of Macedonia, where the name comes from King Phillip 11.

Moreover, although we can understand and explain the use of some of the symbols
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on the coins of the ancient Greek cities and colonies, like gods, mythological persons,
animals, fruits, objects etc., it is not clear the use of sun/star or other stellar symbols on
them. The answer to the question: "Were they used for simple decorated purposes, or did
they have any deeper meaning and reason?” is neither easy nor simple. Especially, when
the sun/star looks more like a flower having a star-flower form, or when it appears below.
Because, it is natural the scene with a domestic animal and the sun above and possibly
describes every day’s life; or it may have a specific symbolism, like the horses of the
Macedonian king Phillip 11, or like the Pontiac Royal symbol. It is also explained when
the animal belongs to the Zodiac. But, what is the meaning of the sun/star, or even the
crescent Moon, below an animal as it was shown in some of the coins?

Many other coins similar to these presented here were found in various Greek cities
or their colonies both in Magna Grecia (Italy, Sicily) as well as at Asia Minor and Pontus
at the Black sea coasts. Because, when people moved out from their untpomois,
metropolis, i.e. their mother-city, to establish a colony they realized that they belong to
the same race with it, and tried to keep their own language and customs to show they
were different from their neighbours. As it is impossible to present all these coins in a
paper we restricted to the presentation of the ancient coins showing gods from the Greek
dodekatheon combined with a stellar symbol. On the other hand, there are coins
presenting semi-gods, nymps, satyrs, heroes, or objects on one side and a stellar symbol,
or a combination of it, on the other. Here, we presented some coins with the semi-gods
Hercules and Dioskouroi, but for cases when this was not the main subject. Similarly,
there are other similar coins, but from the Roman period. All these, being out of the scope
of the present communication will be the theme of Part Il and Part 11, respectively.
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APPENDIX

Short general information and mainly some geographical ones is given here, for

quick and easy localization of the places where Greek colonies had been established in
antiquity.

[1]
[2]

[3]
[4
[5]
[6]
[7]
[8]
[9]

Bruttium: So it was named in antiquity the Calabria in southern Italy.

Phillip 1I: He was King of Macedonia and Alexander’s the Great father. His race horses won at the
Olympic Games of 356 BC. For this reason, he issued coins showing a horse with or without warrior, as
well as a carriage, like these presented here, or included in Rezhantsi treasure at Bulgaria.

Mysia: N-W part of Asia Minor, E to Troas at Propontis.

Troas: N-W part of Asia Minor, at Hellispond.

Paphlagonia: The centre of North part of Asia Minor at the Black See coast.

AA-EE: stands for A1 EEANAPOX NEOIITOAEMOZX, known as the Molossian.
Cilikia: S-E part of Asia Minor, opposite to Cyprus.

Karia: S-W part of interior Asia Minor, (far from the coast).

lonia: Central part of W coasts of Asia Minor.

(10 Phrygia: Central part of Asia Minor.
(t Philip I: Roman Emperor, (244-249) AD, known as Philip the Arabic. According to some he was the

first Roman Emperor who became Christian.

112 pioskouroi’s myth: They were Dias and the queen’s of Sparta, Leda’s sons. (Zeus achieved his plane,

to have a sexual intercourse with Leda, transformed to a swan). Dioskouroi had taken part to many
exploits and travelled to various parts of the main Greece as well as to Greek colonies. They had also
taken part to the Argonaut expedition, where they managed to save Argo; then, lights appeared above
their caps, (pillei), and the Argonauts thought they were stars sent by Zeus. Thus, Dioskouroi are
presented wearing always their caps with stars above.
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