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Single Point of Contact (SPoC): 

Magda Stavinschi 

Astronomical Institute of the Romanian Academy 

National IYA2009 website URL:  

http://www.astro.ro/IYA2009.html 

National Logo: 

 

 

 

Organising Commettee: 



Dr. Vasile MIOC, Romanian National Astronomical Committee 

    

Dr. Nedelia POPESCU, Astronomical Institute of the Romanian Academy 

    

Dr. Mircea RUSU, Bucharest University 

Dr. Ferenc SZENKOVITZ, Babes-Bolyai University 

    

Sergiu NISTOR, National Commission UNESCO for Romania 

Serban URSU, National Commission UNESCO for Romania 

    

    

Ioan ADAM, Astronomy Association Sirius (AAS) 

Ion BOB, Baia Mare Planetarium 

Luminita CHICINAS, Representing NSC Science on Stage Romania, Conty School 

Inspectorate Cluj 

Niculae DOBRESCU, Orion, Tulcea 

Valentin GRIGORE, The Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Alexandru MIRONOV, Foundation for Stimulating the Technic and Scientific Creation 

 

Dimitrie OLENICI, Suceava Planetarium 

Elisabeta Ana PICA, Theoretical Lyceum Constantin Noica, Sibiu 

Ruxandra POPA, Bucharest Astroclub 

Adrian Bruno SONKA, Astronomical Observatory Vasile Urseanu, Bucharest 

Erika SUHAY, teacher, Bucuresti 

Jean Ovidiu TERCU, Natural Science Museum, Galati 

Emil TURCU, Suceava Planetarium 

Daniela VINTILESCU, teacher, Calarasi, AREA 

 

 

Dr. Magda STAVINSCHI, SPoC for Romania, Astronomical Institute of the Romanian 

Academy , Association „Astronomia 21” 



 

Activity 1.  

Title: Recent Insights into our Universe, Bucharest, October 28-29, 2009 

International meeting. The proceedings will be published soon. 

Organiser: Astronomical Institute of the Romanian Academy 

Website: www.astro.ro/2009/Abstract_Booklet.pdf 

Estimated number of participants: 150 

Budget: Partially supported by UNESCO-BRESCE 

 

Activity 2.  

Title: International workshop “Big Questions about the Universe” 

Sibiu, Romania, 5 - 8 February 2009 

Description: 

It was dedicated to the Romanian opening of the IYA2009. It was held in Sibiu – 

former European Capital of Culture 2007 – between the 5th and the 8th of February 2009. 

The workshop was the opportunity of an international debate between science, art and 

religion in the South Eastern Europe. It was open to scientists, philosophers, theologians, 

sociologists, to all the people of the region but also to all others interested in such topics. 

The organizers were challenging you to question and look for answers to the “Big 

Questions about the Universe”. There are a lot of attempts for a critical examination from 

philosophical, theological and scientific approaches. Would such inter- and 

transdisciplinary connections be beneficial to the society? A new program could be: “Big 

Questions about the Universe in the Light of the Dialogue between Science and 

Spirituality". As well as the previous programs, it has the opportunity of having the 

support of the John Templeton Foundation USA.���������� 

Organisers: Association “Astronomia 21”, ADSTR 

Estimated number of participants: 100 

Budget: 1500 EUR from JTF 

 

Activity 3. Closing ceremonies of the IYA2009 in Romania 



Romania is officially closing the International Year of Astronomy 2009 through 

sets of activities 

Symposium, conferences, awards ceremonies, public lectures, gastronomy fair, science 

cafe are all part of the activities dedicated to mark the officially closing of the 

International Year of Astronomy 2009 in Romania. 

Activities started at Targoviste on November 27 through the national symposium 

“Love the Cosmos” organized by the SARM. Representatives of the astronomical 

associations, astronomical observatories, planetarium, junior and high schools, 

universities and informal groups have presented the final results of the projects 100 

Hours of Astronomy and Galilean Nights. Worth to mention that they organized also the 

astrophotography exposition and the National Astronomy Conference for the Youth 

ASTRO 2009-Discover the Universe! 

Each student from the 2009 international Olympic astronomy and astrophysics 

teams (all of them awarded from gold to bronze medals) have been awarded during an 

event that was taken place at the “Henri Coanda” Aeronautical College, Bucharest. It was 

the same time when the winners of the international essay contest Cassini were 

mentioned and presented to the mass media representatives and public. The event 

attracted students, teachers, professors, educators, science managers, scientists, 

professional and amateur astronomers, journalists, and public. All of them shared a piece 

from a giant cake and a cup of champagne. (December 4, 2009) 

Dr. Zadig Mouradian, astronomer at Paris Observatory, had a talk about the 

couple Sun – Earth at the French Institute from Bucharest. The audience was made of 

college students, teachers, scientists, professors, and general public. (December 8, 2009)  

“The Sweet Planet – Astronomy and Gastronomy” or gastronomy fair dedicated 

to astronomy is part of the Minorities Gala that includes also music and dance. 

(December 10, 2009) 

The science cafe is about to take place at the British Council and is organized by 

Ziarul Stiintelor (The Science Newspaper), the official mass media partner of the 

IYA2009. (December 18, 2009) 

Estimated number of participants: 500 

 



Activity 4.  

100 hours of astronomy 

Description 

It iwas the most important activity during the IYA2009, involving all cities of Romania. 

In spite to give a overview of the event, we give a short list of the informations done in 

mass media: 

Evenimentul Zilei, Nr. 5485 

http://www.evz.ro/articole/detalii-articol/845452/In-culisele-marilor-telescoape-din-fata-

calculatorului--VIDEO---------------------/ 

http://www.evz.ro/articole/detalii-articol/845452/In-culisele-marilor-telescoape-din-fata-

calculatorului--VIDEO/ 

Descopera, 30 martie 2009 

http://www.descopera.ro/  

http://www.descopera.ro/dnews/4113397-romania-participa-la-cel-mai-mare-maraton-de-

stele 

Prima TV, 30 March 2009 

http://www.primatv.ro/stiri-focus/maraton-stelar.html  

Europa FM, 30 March 

http://www.europafm.ro/stiri/interne/romanii-participa-la-maratonul-de-stele~n27493/ 

Realitatea 

http://www.realitatea.net/romania-participa-la-cel-mai-mare-maraton-de-stele---100-de-

ore-de-astronomie_485171.html 

http://www.realitatea.net/media/other/200903/other_123841433968747600_3.pdf 

http://www.realitatea.net/foto_715541_romania-participa-la-cel-mai-mare-maraton-de-

stele---100-de-ore-de-astronomie_485171.html 

SMART financial 

http://www.smartfinancial.ro/smartfinancial/publicitate&marketing/romania+va+particip

a+la+cel+mai+mare+maraton+de+stele 

Epoch Times Romania. Sursa Agerpress, 30.03.2009 

http://www.epochtimes-romania.com/articles/2009/03/article_31523.html 

iDieta.ro 



http://idieta.ro/hot__event_participa_la_cel_mai_mare_maraton_de_stele.html 

http://www.prwave.ro/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1&limit=10&limitstart

=10  

http://www.prwave.ro/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13304&Itemid=1  

http://www.prwave.ro/index2.php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=13304 

NordEstFM 

http://www.nordestfm.ro/index.php?act=news_categ&cid=8&nid=5273 

Ziare.com 

http://www.ziare.com/Romania_incepe_pe_2_aprilie_un_maraton_de_100_de_ore_de_as

tronomie-699917.html 

Cotidianul 

http://www.cotidianul.ro/romania_se_pregateste_de_un_maraton_de_100_de_ore_de_ast

ronomie-78547.html 

http://www.emaramures.ro/stiri/20417/MARATON-ASTRONOMIC-Baia-Mare-si-

Sighetu-Marmatiei-participa-la-maratonul-100-de-ore-de-astronomie 

http://www.scienceline.ro/100_DE_ORE_DE_ASTRONOMIE__100_HOURS_OF_AST

RONOMY__IN_ROMANIA_6724_661_1.html 

http://www.fabricadebani.ro/news.aspx?iid=17100&sid=33 

http://www.ziarulcopiilor.com/?p=1393 

http://www.ziua.ro/news.php?data=2009-03-31&id=24514 

http://www.ziare.ro/1238609643-

Baia_Mare_si_Sighetu_Marmatiei_participa_la_cea_mai_mare_numaratoare_de_stele 

http://phakiru.blogspot.com/2009/03/100-de-ore-de-astronomie.html 

http://pescurt.ro/stiri-stiinta/100-de-ore-de-astronomie-un-adevarat-maraton-al-anului-

international-al-astronomiei_26-03-2009_1300352 

http://infouaic.com/2009/04/100-de-ore-de-astronomie-la-planetariul-uaic/ 

http://sibiu7.com/cultura/100-ore-de-astronomie-2-5-aprilie-2009/ 

http://www.presaonline.com/stiri/stiri-locale/100-ore-de-astronomie-2-5-aprilie-2009-

549084.html 

http://ziare.iis.ro/%E2%80%9E100-de-ore-de-astronomie%E2%80%9C/ 

http://www.adevarul.ro/rss/articol/100-de-ore-de-astronomie.html 



http://www.monitorulsb.ro/cms/site/m_sb/news/100_de_ore_de_astronomie_55669.html 

http://www.zvj.ro/node/816 

http://supravietuitor.wordpress.com/2009/03/31/100-de-ore-de-astronomie/ 

http://www.tribuna.ro/stiri/actualitate/100-de-ore-de-astronomie-34400.html 

Organisers: astroclubs, schools, observatories 

Website: http://www.100deoredeastronomie.sarm.ro/ 

Logo: the Romanian version of the international one 

 

Activity 5 

Galilean Nights 

Description: Details on the website 

Organiser: SARM - Romanian Sosciety for Meteors 

Website: http://www.noptigalileene.sarm.ro/index.php 

Logo: the national version of the international one 

Estimated number of participants: 5,000 

Budget: no special budget 

 

Activity 6. 

She is astronomer 

Description. It was celebrating taking into account the tradition of March 8, the 

international day of the woman. Thousands of "martzishor". It is the traditional 

celebration of the beginning of the spring (and, until 1701, of the New Year) in Romania, 

Moldova, Bulgaria, Macedonia (under the name Martenitsa - ��������� ), on 1 March. It 

is the name for the red and white (or black and white, also blue and white) string, from 

which usually a small decoration (talisman) is tied, and which is offered by people on the 

1st day of March. This time the "decoration" was the logo of the IYA 2009. 

Organisers: 

Astroclubes, schools, planetariums 

Websites: Each website of the planetaria, observatories, astroclubes had a special page 

for this event. 



 

Activity 7 

Stamps, envelopes, and other objects dedicated to the IYA2009. 

Description. 

The postage stamp with the face value of RON 2.40 illustrates in a compositional 

background Galileo Galilei´s portrait, next to the telescope that he invented and the image 

of the Tower of Pisa, the building that is closely related to the experiences through which 

the great scientist grounded the existence of the Earth´s movement.  

The postage stamp with the face value of RON 9.10 illustrates a part of the map 

of the boreal sky constellations, together with inspiring images representing the 

movement of the planets, as well as the Universe that still hides many secrets which 

mankind has strived and still strives to discover.            

Organiser: Romfilatelia 

Website: 

http://www.romfilatelia.ro/showimage.php?PozaMare=http://cms.arond.ro/cms_websites/

CMS_Romfilatelia/2009_Colectia/Astro_EU_09_M.jpg&Titlu=Europa%202009%20%9

6%20ASTRONOMIE������ 

http://www.romfilatelia.ro/marci/colectia.php?ContentID=451&Year=2009����      

 

Activity 8 

Silver medals 

Description 

National Bank of Romania (BNR) put into circulation, numismatic mint set of the 

year 2009 issue, which contains the Romanian currency in circulation, and a silver medal 

dedicated to the anniversary of International Year of Astronomy. 

Mint set contains Romanian coins in circulation, with face values of a ban, 5 bani, 10 

bani and 50 bani and silver medal is made of silver and weighs 15.5 grams, said in a 

statement NBR. 

Obverse coin shows the official emblem of the International Year of Astronomy and 

the circular inscription "ROMANIA 2009 International Year of Astronomy." 



Reverse in the center shows a graphical composition that includes: dome of the 

Astronomical Observatory of the Romanian Academy in Bucharest, Galileo's telescope, 

his portrait and the planets of the Solar System and the outside arc of a circle, the 

inscription "Discover the only university. 

Both the medal and set up the coins are made in proof quality conditions. 

Circulation endorsed the issue is 1,000 copies. 

The set will be presented in the form of leaflets, placed in a ETUI, spare parts are 

embedded in special slots, and selling price, excluding VAT, is 110 RON / set.      

Organiser: National Bank of Romania (BNR) 

Website: http://www.bnro.ro/EmisiuniDetails.aspx?idd=660&WebPageId=726 

 

Activity 9 

Conferences. The Symposium „2009- International Year of Astronomy” 

Description: 

During the symposium, we’ve had: Essays presentation, Astrophotographer exhibitions, 

personal journals of astronomical observations, drawings and astronomical instruments, 

we watched movies and IYA2009 spots, and we’ve also made observations on the sky 

and identified constellations. 

Organiser: The Scholar Group "Tom	 a Voda”, Solca, Suceava County 

Estimated number of participants: 45 students and 12 teachers 

Budget: 100 EUR 

 

Activity 10. 

She is astronomer 

Description: 

It is a national event and the Octavian Goga College of Sibiu in partnership with the 

Astra Library became a member.  

The event covered the following activities:  

Wednesday – 4th of March  young ladies and ladies were offered March amulets with 

the IYA 2009 symbol.  



Thursday – 5th of March – 20.00  the Map of the Sky of that night was presented and 

astronomical observations could have been made with the help of the telescope placed on 

the building’s terrace.       

SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS SESSION which took place during the 

“Octavian Goga Memorial Days” and the “100 hours of astronomy ” project, on the 9th 

of April 2009 at 12.00 in the Physics Laboratory .   

The purpose of this project was to organise public meetings which contained 

astronomic observations. So, Octavian Goga College of Sibiu and the Astra Library 

became involved in this project and in a short period of time a lot of activities took place. 

During all this time, the Octavian Goga National College did a series of public studies 

on the terrace of the library where everybody could take place.  

100 Hours of Astronomy was  an important project of the International Year of 

Astronomy IYA 2009, was a worldwide event which took place between the 2nd and the 

5th of April 2009 and it was destined to amateur astronomers, teachers and all the others 

who wanted to visit the fronteers of astronomy. The project covered a large variety of 

activities for the public including live web broadcasts, watching events and many others. 

One of the main purpose of the project was that a large number of people can look 

through a telescope, just like Galileo did 400 years ago.    

PROJECTS:  

 

9th I Degree:  

1.”Life through a telescope” ;  

2.”Cosmic safari”  ; 

 

10th I Degree: 

3.”Travelling among the stars” ; 

4. “Galaxies” ; 

5. “Constellations” ; 

6. “Meteorites, asteroids, comets”; 

7. “Eclipses” ; 

 



11th I degree: 

8. “The dark substance of the Universe”; 

 Guiding teacher: Anca Ighisan  

WORLD SPACE WEEK:               

 

The following projects have been presented in the Physics laboratory: 

Tuesday the 6th of October 2009  14.00 – The International Year of Astronomy 

• “Safari Cosmic”-Research into the Solar System; 

• “From macro to microcosmos” ( powers of 10 ) – ZOOM –from millions of light 

years to femtometers  

• artistic moment (the pupils from the 10th I grade); 

Thursday the 8th of October - 10:00  

• “Cosmic SafariSafari  Cosmic”- for the youngest pupils of the College (grades 1-

4) and for the pupils from 7th and 8th grades from the Nr. 2 Special School from 

Sibiu ; 

Project coordinators: Ana Elisabeta Pica, teacher, Anca Ighisan, teacher, Titei Ania, 

student, Cosma Paul, 11th degree pupil 

  

 

Activity 11. 

�  Painting Through the Universe II 

This project is elaborated by “Tudor Vianu” National High School of Computer Science 

in association with “The National Youth Development Trust, South Africa”. It consists of 

a photo exhibition, where you will be able to admire images from “The Great 

Moonbuggy Race, Huntsville, Alabama, N.A.S.A” and pictures made by students from 

South Africa . 

 

�  Stars vs. Students II 

Astronomy lover? Prove your knowledge in a school contest! We will be waiting for you 

with a variety of questions regarding space, physics or engineering. Don’t forget to come 

and prove us that you are A FUTURE ASTRONOMER! 



 

�  Lights, Camera… Universe! II 

Have you ever seen a movie and felt that a certain sequence just didn’t feel right? Or 

have you ever wondered whether what you see in movies can actually be possible in real 

life? Let your voice be heard in a school debate on how thin the line between fiction and 

reality really is! If you feel inspired, come and let us know exactly what is wrong in a 

movie of your choice and why. Whether it’s about cuantic physics or common sense, we 

are all eager movie fanatics who would love to share your thoughts. 

 

�  Astronomy vs. Astrology 

Let’s talk about astronomy...or is it astrology? It seems that a lot of people can’t figure 

out why reading the horoscope in newspapers isn’t the same with having an idea about 

the sky’s secrets. Ever wondered about this? Help us distinct science from superstition in 

an intense debate on how the universe influences our behavior. Uncover the mysteries 

that bind astronomy and astrology and understand the misconceptions people tend to 

have.  

This “astro-“ thing may be confusing at first, but we think that with a little help anyone 

could see the difference between the two “astros”! So please, join us in our quest of 

making the esoteric a trivial matter. 

 

�  Closer view 

Ever wondered how the moon looks like on a closer view? Now you have the 

opportunity to find out. Join us as we’re going in Herastrau Park armed with several 

telescopes, plenty of flyers with cool astronomy data and a strong desire to observe the 

moon, Jupiter and Saturn in their finest detail trough the lens. Take part in this open 

astronomy class and help us travel on the trails of NASA LCROSS and Cassini 

missions; we’ll also measure the magnitude of the night sky and try to localize several 

constellations. You’ll be joined by a lot of students and other members of the local 

community. 

 

�  Learning by teaching 



In addition, several teams of dedicated high school students decided to go to 

kindergartens and primary schools to talk to the children about basic astronomy concepts, 

initiating them in the mysterious world outside out planet. 

Here is the plan of one such team: ‘We've prepared a layout of galaxies and one of 

Saturn's with which we, a group of six students, will go in schools. So far, we already 

went to first and third grade. Our activity is based on an interactive and funny dialogue 

with the dwarfs (pupils). We will present them some curiosity and knowledge about the 

Universe (made for their ability to understand), we will talk about the projects we've 

participated at and, together, we will solve a task sheet. The class team and the teacher as 

well, will both receive a diploma for participating.’ 

 

�  LCROSS 

Come and witness history at its making! Watch LIVE how the Lcross robotic spacecraft 

operated by NASA hits the lunar surface. Be a part of evolution by sharing this unique 

moment with other enthusiasts.  

 

�  Dribbling on Mars 

Are you a sports fanatic? Do you dream of expanding your passions and skills to an 

intergalactic level? This is your chance to stand out and spread your enthusiasm!  

Come and share your ideas through drawings and descriptions. Imagine how some of 

the sports existing today can be adapted to the conditions on other planets. 

Did you know a man can fly with wings on Titan (a natural 

satellite of Saturn)? How do you think Harry would catch 

the golden snitch in a Titan version game of Quidditch?  

Bring your craziest fantasies to life! Make up new rules, 

new games for the colonists of tomorrow!  

 

�  Physics gone wild 

How is the genius in you feeling today? Whether you dream of blowing something up or 

just wish to share your curiosities and findings now is the time to do it! Everything, 



anything in the name of science! Don’t waste this unique opportunity to bring up the 

brainiac that lies in you and to meet other enthusiastic people who dare to break the 

rules, no matter the result!  

 

�  Houston, we have a take off!  

Have you ever dreamed of sending your message to the skies? Now you have the 

opportunity to put your engineering skills to a test of creativity and endurance. How? By 

building your own rocket!  

The sky is our limit and our quest is to reach it. Let’s make those birds fear the 

imagination of mankind! 

Organiser (s): Tudor Vianu National High School of Computer Science, Bucharest 

 

Website (if available): wsw.lbi.ro 

Logo:  

 

 

 

 

 

Photos/images avalaible:  

 

 



 

 
Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 400 persons 

 

Activity 12  

 

Title: Star – Party may 22 – 24 M
 cin Mountains, Tulcea, Romania. 

 

Description: Planetary Astronomical Observations and deep-sky realized by amateur 

astronomers from Romania.  

 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

The Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL 

 

Logo:   

 



Photos: 

http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Star%20party%20mai%202009/ 

 

Estimated number:20 

 

 

Activity 13  

Title: Star – Party, June 19 – 21, North Side of Gala�i, Galati, Romania. 

Description: Planetary Astronomical Observations and deep-sky realized by amateur 

astronomers from Romania. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

the Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL 

 

Logo:   

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Star%20party%20iunie%20

2009/ 

 

Estimated number:15 

 

Activity 14 

Title: Star – Party July 17 – 19 M
 cin Mountains, Tulcea, Romania. 

Description: Planetary Astronomical Observations and deep-sky realized by amateur 

astronomers from Romania. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

The Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL 

 



Logo:    
 

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Star%20party%20iulie%202

009/ 

 

Estimated number:20 

 

Activity 15 

Title: Ast ronomic Camp “Deep-Sky” Sixth Edition, august 17 – 22 M
 cin Mountains, 

Tulcea, Romania. 

Description: Astronomy courses made each night, followed by planetary astronomical 

observations and deep-sky realized by amateur astronomers from Romania shared with 

the audience of Luncavita village. During the Astronomy Camp at the Community Center 

in Luncavita village from Tulcea County, was also organized the Astronomic Conference 

, called “ Look at the sky of Dobrudja!” the first Edition.”. 

 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

The Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL, Lunacavita Village Hall, Tulcea County. 

        

Logo:   
 

Photos: 

 

Astromony Courses: 



http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Tabara%20Deep%20Sky%202009%

20editia%20a%204-a/Cursuri%20de%20astronomie/ 

 

Astronomic observations: 

http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Tabara%20Deep%20Sky%202009%

20editia%20a%204-a/Observatii%20astronomice/ 

 

Astronomy Conference: 

http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Tabara%20Deep%20Sky%202009%

20editia%20a%204-a/Conferinta%20Luncavita%20-

%20%20Priviti%20cerul%20Dobrogei/ 

 

Estimated number:300 

 

Activity 16 

Title: Star – Party,September 18 – 20, North Side of Gala�i, Galati,Romania. 

Description: Planetary astronomical observations and deep-sky realized by amateur 

astronomers from Romania. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

The Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL  

 

Logo:   

 

Photos: 

http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Star%20party%20nordul%20orasulu

i%20Galati%20septembrie%202009/ 

 



Estimated number:15 

 

Activity 17 

Title:  April 2 – 5 – "100 Hours of Astronomy” 

Description: Solar, moon and planetary astronomical observations and deep sky made 

with the audience. Live broadcasts from the great observers of the world via internet. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

the Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL  

 

Logo:   

 

Photos: http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/-02-

%20100%20de%20Ore%20de%20Astronomie/ 

 

Estimated number: 3000 

 

Activity 18 

Title: ”2009 –International year of Astronomy” –April 10. 

Description: Into the Natural Science Museum Complex Auditorium hall Galati was 

orginezed a public conference dedicated to the International Year of Astronomy. This 

conference was attended by students from  schools and high schools in Galati.  

Organiser: Planetarium Museum of Natural Sciences Complex Galati. 

 



Logo:   

 

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/conferinta%20AIA%202009

%20%20aprilie/ 

 

Estimated number:100 

 

Activity 19 

Title:  “Astronomy between past and the future” – April 17.  

Description: At the Community Center of Luncavita Village, Tulcea County, was 

organized a public conference dedicated to the International Year of Astronomy. This 

conference was attended by students in schools from Luncavita Village. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

the Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL, Lunacavita Village Hall, Tulcea. 

 

Logo:   

 

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Conferinta%20Luncavita%2

0%20aprilie/ 

Estimated number:30 

 

Activity 20 

Title:  Astronomy Day – May 2 



Description:  Solar, moon and planetary astronomical observations and deep sky made 

with the audience.  

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

The Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL  

 

Logo:   

Estimated number:300 

 

Activity 21 

Title: ”The role of astronomy in the development of human society”– May 15. 

Description: Into the Natural Science Museum Complex Auditorium hall Galati was 

organized a public conference dedicated to the International Year of Astronomy. 

This conference was attended by students from schools and high schools in Galati. 

Organiser: Planetarium Museum of Natural Sciences Complex Galati. 

 

 

Logo:   

 

Photos: 

http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Conferinta%20Galati%20mai/ 

Estimated number:200 

 

Activity 22 

Title:  Astronomy Summer School “ Look at the sky ! “ The second Edition July 27-31  



 

Description: During Summer School, every evening was sustained Astronomy and 

Astrophysics courses, followed by astronomic observations. At the end each participant 

received a Certificate of participation to this Astronomy Summer School. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

the Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL 

 

Logo:   

 

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Scoala%20de%20vara%20P

RIVITI%20CERUL%20editia%202009/ 

 Estimated number:100 

 

4.23 

Title: PERSEIDELE – "RAIN FALLING STARS" - August 12 – 13. 

 

Description:  Moon, planetary and meteor astronomical observations with the audience. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

the Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL 

 

Logo:   

 

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/2009/Perseide%202009/ 

Estimated number: 500 



 

Activity 24 

 

Title:  "Galilean Nights ”- October 22 – 24. 

Description: Moon and planetary astronomical observations and deep-sky with the 

audience. 

Organisers: The Planetarium of the Museum Complex of Natural Sciences Galati and 

the Astroclub “Calin Popovici” CMSNGL 

 

Logo:   

Estimated number: 600 

 

Activity 25 

 

Title:  Optical instruments used for the development and promotion of astronomy” 

included into the project of “Natural Sciences Museum Complex Galati- Landmark cross-

border” (Cod Perseus RO 2006/018 – 447.01.01.25) inside of the Neighbourhood 

Programme Romania � Republic of Moldova 2004-2006, PHARE CBC 2006. 

 

Description: During this work-shop were presented to the participants the new 

Planetarium projection system, but also the astronomy observatory. The Astronomy 

Observatory it is the largest and the most modern public observatory in Romania being 

the first public observatory with roof tractor from the country. Providing these objectives 

was completed in November 2009 with EU funds through the project “Natural Sciences 

Museum Complex Galati � Landmark border-center” (Cod Perseus RO 2006/018 – 

447.01.01.25) included in the Neighborhood Program Romania - Republic of Moldova 

2004-2006, PHARE CBC 2006 implemented by the Galati County Council in partnership 



with the Natural Sciences Museum Complex Galati and Infomedia Center Cahul in 

Republic of Moldova.  

At the same time were presented simultaneously the endowment of these two 

objectives, but also the educational activities that will take place in the planetarium and 

the astronomical observatory. 

Organisers: Galati County Council and Natural Sciences Museum Complex Planetarium 

Galati. 

 

Logo:   

 

Photos:http://s93.photobucket.com/albums/l65/astrogl/Prezentare%20Planetariu%20-

%20Observator%20Astronomic/ 

 

Estimated number: 100 

 

Activity 26 

Title of activity : MULTIPLE FACETS OF A YEAR: THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR 

OF ASTRONOMY 2009 

Dates: January, 20, 2009 

Short description: The public announcement of the activities organized under the 

auspices of AYA 2009. 

Organizers:  University � tefan cel Mare, Suceava, Astronomical Observatory / 

Planetarium. Project Coordinator: Emil Turcu 

URL: www.obs.usv.ro  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 1500  

 

Activity 27 



Title of activity : ASTRONOMY IN SCHOOL: ACTIVITIES AND EXPERIMENTS 

Dates: All year 2009  

Short description: Presentations, poster contests, videoconferences, video shows, 

observing events, etc.  

Organizers:  University � tefan cel Mare, Suceava, Astronomical Observatory / 

Planetarium. Project Coordinator: Emil Turcu 

URL: www.obs.usv.ro  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 10000   

 

Activity 28 

Title of activity : SKIES AROUND THE CLOCK: 100 HOURS OF ASTRONOMY  

Dates: April, 2 – 5, 2009  

Short description: We intend to participate in live webcasts from world research 

observatories and to organize public observing events.  

Organizers:  University � tefan cel Mare, Suceava, Astronomical Observatory / 

Planetarium. Project Coordinator: Emil Turcu 

URL: www.obs.usv.ro  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 4000 

 

Activity 29 

Title : The Science Newspaper as a tool for communicating science to the public  

Description: The Science Newspaper was one of the official partners of the IYA2009. 

News, articles, views and interviews on astronomy topics, press releases, and organiser of 

different type of activities (essay contest). Works presented at national and international 

events & conferences. Around 100 astronomy news, 30 articles, and 10 events have been 

announced and presented on the website.  

Organiser (s): Astronomical Institute of the Romanian Academy (AIRA), “Astronomia 

21” 

Website: www.ziarulstiintelor.eu, www.sciencenewspaper.eu  

Logo: “The Science Newspaper - News from all branches of science” 



Photos/images:  

 

 

Activity 30 

Title : “Discover the Universe Yourself!”  

Description:The Education Board of Sibiu invited representatives of its project partners 

– The City Hall, The County Council, The Evangelical District Consistory, The Astra 

Museum and Library – to participate at a summing-up activity of Astronomy and 

Astrophysics called “Discover the Universe Yourself!”, that was held on Friday, 

December 11th , 12 p.m., in The Astra Library (Section B) lobby. The aim of this activity 

was to put forth best practice models of activities undertaken by schools in the county of 

Sibiu throughout The International Year of Astronomy. The participating students and 

teachers displayed a festive exhibition in the library lobby in order to present astronomy-

inspired drawings, rocket models and astrographies; they presented the results of the 



activities with the help of astropoetry, astromusic and power point presentations and they 

launched model rockets from the library terrace. At the end, certificates and special prizes 

were awarded for those whose creativity and innovation in the study of Astronomy in 

2009 resulted in outstanding performances. For the participants, the year 2009 opened the 

door towards a better knowledge of the Universe.  

Organiser (s): The Education Board of Sibiu, Inspector Daniela-Florentina Ilesan 

Website: www.isjsibiu.ro 

Logo: “Discover the Universe Yourself!”  

Photos/images available:    

   

 

Activity 31 

Title : The towers of the sky 

 

Description: The project developed between 22nd and 27th June 2009 had an 

interdisciplinary nature: Sciences, Arts, Religion, being included into the calendar of 

activities held during the International Year of Astronomy. The project was initiated by 

the District Evangelic Consistory of Sibiu and by the County Board of Education Sibiu 

and it was financed by the National Cultural Fond Administration.  

         This project had an innovative character, trying to make the Romanian young 

people of the area aware of this cultural patrimony of Germanic origins, unique in 

Romania, as well as to teach the same how to study the sky in its depth. 

Aims of the project: 

1. Organizing 3 artistic creation camps in Hosman, Cisn
 dioara and Dealu Frumos 

2. Decorating 6 fortress churches with artistic works inspired by the UNESCO year 

2009 and by the concept of „sky” 



3. Integrating the 6 fortress churches in a tourist itinerary, together with their 

thematic exhibitions organized by the pupils 

The interdisciplinary character of the project was evinced even from the stage of 

selecting the pupils and the mentor-teachers as for every location there were chosen both 

pupils having remarkable results in the Sciences field (Astronomy, Mathematics, and 

Physics) and talented pupils in the field of Plastic Arts coordinated by a Science teacher 

(Physics and Mathematics) as well as by a Plastic Arts teacher.  

The pupils who participated in these three creation camps carried out various specific 

activities, according to the three fields: Astronomy, Religion and Art. By analyzing the 

constellations noticeable on the sky during that period both theoretically with an atlas and 

practically with telescopes, the pupils were able to choose one of the constellations and 

they crafted artistic works inspired by the legends associated to the constellation. Pupils’ 

works decorated afterwards the fortress churches (2 churches attributed to every group of 

pupils), aiming to constitute a point of interest for the local tourists during the summer 

months. Moreover, within every church the pupils built a solar quadrant which was also 

left there for the respective clergy patrimony.  

While carrying put these activities, the pupils had the opportunity to visit the other 

camps, changing opinions and ideas with their colleagues regarding the creation of the 

solar quadrants as well as their other artistic works. 

At the end of those 5 craftsmanship days, the pupils organized a final exhibition in the 

Church Tower from Cisn
 die with works finished in the three creation camps. On 27th 

June, there took place the public release of an area map with geographic, historical, 

architectural and astronomic elements. The exhibition and the map release were attended 

by all the pupils as well as official personalities on behalf of the Evangelic Church, of the 

County Board of Education Sibiu, representatives of the local communities and parents 

alike. 

The maps were made available for the tourists through the tourist information centers 

in the county, and the works crafted by the students were left in the churches’ patrimony, 

thus constituting a novel method for their promotion. 

Organizers: The District Evangelic Consistory of Sibiu and the County Board of 

Education Sibiu 



Pictures: 

 

 

 

 

Number of involved persons: 36 pupils, 10 teachers, 48 parents,10 representatives of the 

local and county community (prof. Ile	 an Florentina – County Board of Education Sibiu, 

Arvunescu Dana – “O. Ghibu” Theoretic High school, Roca Aurelia – ”Queen Mary” 

School, Sibiu) 

 

Allotted budget: 3000 Euro 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were targeted by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient):100 representatives of the schools in the county took part in the 



activities organised during the IYA events. 

Budget: the partners shared part of the cost of activity. 

 

Activity. 32 

Title: The Sweet Planet � Open AIA2009 � December 2009 in Sibiu 

Description: the official opening of the International Year of Astronomy 2009 in our 

school. This event is contained in the extracurricular activities calendar as part of the 

project “A hand towards the Universe” which consists in the realization of culinary 

products representing objects from space.  

Organiser (s): Octavian Goga College, Sibiu-Elisabeta Ana Naghi and partner Daniela 

Cautnic, professor at “Gheorghe Lazar” National College, Sibiu 

Website (if available):SP 

Photos/images available:  

   Yes: (1-2 photos/activity) 

   

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 150 

Budget: 300 Euro 

 

Activity 33 

Title: Sky Towers 2009 � June 2009 



Description: The aims of this event were to decorate six fortified churches with artistic 

works inspired from AIA year 2009 and to build sundials. The “Gheorghe Lazar” 

National College team builds two sundial one vertical which was placed in Daia Jud 

Sibiu and a horizontal one which received a place in Hosman Jud Sibiu. 

Organiser (s): District Evangelic in Sibiu and partner  

1. Daniela Cautnic Professor at “Gheorghe Lazar” National College  

2. Elisabeta Ana Naghi, Professor at “Octavian Goga” National College Sibiu 

Photos/images available:  

    

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 100 

Budget: 200 Euro personal and 20000 Euro by AFCN (Administration of the Romanian 

Cultural Fund) 

 

Activity 34 

Title: 100 hours of astronomy  

Description (max 500 words): This event is a integral part of international program “100 

hours of astronomy”. This event had the goal to raise interest among youth in 

astronomy by conducting astronomical observations and scientific communications. 

Organiser (s):SARM Targoviste and partners 

1. “Octavian Goga” National College Sibiu, Elisabeta Ana Naghi-Professor  

2. “Gheorghe Lazar” National College-Sibiu, Daniela Cautnic-professor 

Photos/images available:  



    

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 100 

Budget (if available): 300 Euro 

 

Activity 35 

Title: Yuri’s Night  

Description: Yuri’s night is a program from the Romanian space agency dedicated to 

celebrating the anniversary of the first trip of a man in space, Yuri Gagarin (12 April 

1961) and the first flight of an American space shuttle (12 April 1981). For this event the 

“Gheorghe Lazar” National College organized a communication session and an art 

exhibition with drawings made by students. 

Organiser (s): Daniela Cautnic Professor at “Gheorghe Lazar” National College 

Website: No 

Logo: No 

Photos/images available:  



   

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity:  

Budget (if available): 

 

Activity 36 

Title: Cosmos week 

Description: This is a program of the Romanian space agency which marks the first 

artificial satellite of Earth, Sputnik 1 (4 October 1957) which opened the way for space 

exploration. The program used a exposition of drawings, an artistic program, Power Point 

presentations, scale models and a collage. 

Organiser (s): Daniela Cautnic Professor at “Gheorghe Lazar” National College and 

Elisabeta Ana Naghi at “O. Goga” National College, Sibiu 

Photos/images available:  

     Yes: (1-2 photos/activity) 



    

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 150  

Budget (if available):300 Euro 

 

Activity 37 

Title : „A meeting with the experts” 

 

Description: As part of the project "FLIGHT AMONG STARS", on the 17th of March 

2009 "Henri Coanda" Aeronautical School Group from Romania organised a conference 

to which great personalities were invited such as Dumitru Prunariu, Magda Stavinschi, 

Mircea Rusu, Alexandru Mironov. Through the presentations and speeches they all tried 

to make students aware of the importance of science in our lives.  

Organiser (s): Henri Coanda" Aeronautical School Group from Romania 

Website:http://scoli.didactic.ro/grupul_scolar_de_aeronautica_henri_coanda_bucuresti/ 

Logo- 

Photos 



 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 200  

Budget : 500 Euro 

 

Activity 38 

Title: ”100 Hours of Astronomy” 

Description: This picture illustrates an activity held in the courtyard of our school as part 

of the international project "100 Hours of Astronomy". The activity was held on the 3rd 

of April 2009 and the students could watch the sky 



Organiser (s): Henri Coanda" Aeronautical School Group from Romania 

Website:http://scoli.didactic.ro/grupul_scolar_de_aeronautica_henri_coanda_bucuresti/ 

Logo- 

Photos 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 45 

Budget: � 

 

Activity 39 

Title:  Visit to the Observatory “Amiral Vasile Urseanu” 

Description: Another activity in our project involves the students' visit to the 

Astronomical Observatory "Amiral Vasile Urseanu" in Bucharest developed on the 4th of 

May 2009.  



Organiser (s): Henri Coanda" Aeronautical School Group from Romania 

Website:http://scoli.didactic.ro/grupul_scolar_de_aeronautica_henri_coanda_bucuresti/ 

Logo: � 

Photos    

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity 35 people 

Budget: 70 Euro 

 

Activity 41 

Title:  “The national symposium with the international participation „The return from the 

Universe” 

Description: Another activity in our project involves the students' visit to the 

Astronomical Observatory "Amiral Vasile Urseanu" in Bucharest developed on the 4th of 

May 2009.  



Important representatives in the field of astronomy have taken part in these activities, but 

also students and teachers that have presented projects of interest for the domain. 

A remarkable presence was that of Zadig Mouradian from the Meudon 

Astronomical Observatory  

The students present in the amphitheatre have had the opportunity to pose some 

questions to these remarkable guests. 

Organiser (s): Henri Coanda" Aeronautical School Group from Romania 

Website:http://scoli.didactic.ro/grupul_scolar_de_aeronautica_henri_coanda_bucuresti/ 

Logo: � 

Photos 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 250  

Budget: 1000 Euro 

 

Activity 42 

Title: „Close to the stars” 

Description: 

Activities organized in the "Night of Galilee" included: 

22, 23, October 24, 2009 / 6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 



Telescopic and photographic observations / month, monthly parties, Jupiter, deep-sky 

objects (clusters, nebulae and other). 

Location: High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad 

Participants: 

-Youth and adults with various professions in the city of Bârlad; 

-Teachers; 

-Students enrolled in courses for Astronomy Center of Excellence; 

-Students of High School “Mihai Eminescu” Bârlad, National College "Gheorghe Ro	 ca 

Codreanu" Bârlad, No.2 Kindergarten Bârlad, Pârve	 ti-Coste	 ti School, National College 

"C.Negruzzi" Ia	 i 

Organisers: "Sirius" Astronomical Association – UNESCO Club, Vaslui County School 

Inspectorate, High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad, Teachers Training Vaslui, Pârve	 ti-

Coste	 ti School, Bogd
 ne	 ti School, No.2 Kindergarten Bârlad, , National College 

"Gheorghe Ro	 ca Codreanu" Bârlad, National College "C.Negruzzi" Ia	 i. 

Website: www.astronomica.ro 

Logo (if available): � 

Photos/images available:   Yes:  

                                     
 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 200 

Budget: 100 Euro 

 

Activity 43 



Title:  Editing of the "literary cosmogony of writers in Europe”  
 

Description: 

Project was included in The European Federation of UNESCO Clubs in the second 

Congress held in Paris December 10 to 13, 2008. 

Project purpose: To promote astronomy as a peaceful global scientific approach to Earth 

people union in a multicultural family.  

General and specific project objectives:  

- Highlighting the essential role of astronomy in cultural and scientific education; 

Cosmogony content-highlighting the European writers of literary works;  

Need to invest in education-support Astronomy citizens;  

- Promoting activities designed to "2009, International Year of Astronomy".  

      The project helped:  

-Stimulating the completion of works to promote exceptional educational valen�elele 

Astronomy; Awareness of the role that it must have astronomy in modern human culture;  

-Diversification of international cooperation through UNESCO Federations; 

-Increase organizational experience and prestige of the European Federation of UNESCO 

Clubs.  

       Published works are of members and collaborators of the "Sirius" Astronomical 

Association - UNESCO Club:  

"From the Earth to the Moon ... and the Sun, with Cyrano"- teacher Popoiu Elena, 

Literary Society Academy of Bârlad  

"Eminescu in the Moon"  

- Teacher Puflea Ioan, High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad  

 "Cosmological vision of the Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri"  

- Teacher Radu Liliana, High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad  

 "Cosmogonies night in German literature" Teacher � erban Ionel, High School „Mihai 

Eminescu" Bârlad  

“The road to perfection in Russian literature Demon"  

- teacher Luchianov Rica, High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad  

"Elements of cosmology in the work of Eminescu”  



- teacher Giu	 c
  Maria Pârve	 ti- Costesti School, sparks Scîntei Diana, No.10 

Kindergarten Bârlad  

     The volume was printed in three versions: in Romanian, English and French, will be 

given the UNESCO clubs at home and abroad partner "Sirius" Astronomical Association 

- UNESCO Club.  

Organiser (s): "Sirius" Astronomical Association – UNESCO Club, Vaslui County 

School Inspectorate, High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad, Teachers Training Vaslui, 

the European Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Romanian Federation of UNESCO 

ClubsWebsite: www.astronomica.ro 

Logo (if available): � 

Photos/images available                                     

  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 250 

Budget (if available): 200 Euro 

 

Activity 44 

Title: International Essay Competition for students ”cosmogony issues reflected in 

literary Romanian and universal designs” 

Description: 

The competition is open to high school and middle school students and aims at 

highlighting the cultural implications of cosmogonies. 

Period: July 1 to September 15, 2009. 

   To join the contest, students have written original essay on Romanian language or 

English. 



Bringing together representatives of different cultures and education systems, 

International Essay Contest "cosmogony issues reflected in literary Romanian and 

universal" vision integrates the International Astronomical Year in 2009: to stimulate 

worldwide interest, especially among young people in astronomy and science. 

   Students participated in Romania, Germany, Bulgaria, Italy, Spain, Lithuania and 

Moldova. One of the reasons listed for this subject and found the work is gigantic 

proportion of space and time universal vision of the universe in fact antithesis and mortal 

human being insignificant, changes Cosmos harmony born of astral turning and 

mythological perspective. 

    Evaluation work was undertaken by a panel of experienced teachers: teacher Puflea 

Ioan � editor of the magazine "Steps to infinity" and teacher � erban Ionel, High School 

„Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad. 

 

Organiser (s): "Sirius" Astronomical Association – UNESCO Club, Vaslui County 

School Inspectorate, High School „Mihai Eminescu" Bârlad 

Website (if available): ww.astronomica.ro 

Logo (if available): � 

Photos/images avalaible:                                     

  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 70 

Budget (if available): 250 Euro 



Activity 45 

Title: Editing the magazine „Steps to infinity”/ No. 20 and nr.21 

Description: 

    There were numbers 20 and 21 magazine published "Steps to infinity". These numbers 

show among other astronomical phenomena and activities devoted to International Year 

of Astronomy. 

    The magazine was launched on August 11, 1999, the International Camp "EuroEclipsa 

99" in Targoviste, in the presence of 200 amateur and professional astronomers from four 

continents. 

    Magazine is a real help in understanding the universe, both for amateur astronomers as 

well as simple and passionate observers of the sky show helped to popularize astronomy 

among the general public. 

Table of contents: Editorial � "The first 20 steps ..." Journal SAA Summer School, 

Guideline on the sky / Galaxies, absolute reference Landmarks astronomy, Note (issue) 

inspired by a diploma , Making the telescope mirrors, Journal "astronomical journey, 

inertial Issues, measures the intensity of UV solar astronomy FAQ, astronomical 

phenomena in actuality, the Conference" Scientific research in the media "errors and 

coincidences commented, World Space Week, National Competition Sulina, "Nights of 

Perseid Horodnic the planetarium in the Netherlands, Project Planetarium at Bârlad" 

Camp SAA Maliuc, Romanian peasant beliefs about heaven and stars. Constellations, 

Astronomy and school-FRACCU 10 years of activity, matter and the universe, astronomy 

and literature. Uncreated divine energies, SAA News, Astrorebus, eight color posters: 

Editorial: PHEMU, Cosmic microwave background radiation, 2009 - International Year 

of Astronomy: IAU Symposium astronomy's role in society and culture, Suceava 

Etnoastronomia to present and UAI UNESCO International Year of Astronomy Opening 

in Romania, competition "Equinox" Contest "I and the Universe" program "It is 

astronomical!”, "The" 100 Hours of Astronomy "program" Yuri's Night, "National 

Symposium on Education and astronomy in the third millennium", ninth edition, In 

Memoriam: Dr. Harald Alexandrescu, Participation in the project "Experiments fun for 

young astrophysicists". 



Organiser (s): " Sirius" Astronomical Association – UNESCO Club, High School „Mihai 

Eminescu" Bârlad 

Website: ww.astronomica.ro 

Logo (if available):No 

Photos/images:    Yes 

                                     
  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 500 

Budget (if available): 600 Euro 

 

Activity 46 

Title: "Look at the stars! Training Course in Astronomy and Astrophysics" 

Description: 

Project included in the overall project primarily "teaching training program <Galileo>" 

Course aim: 

           Product type innovator in developing new skills - specialized in Astronomy and 

Astrophysics.  

Initial training objectives:  

Teacher-training in various specializations (physics, mathematics, chemistry, geography, 

Romanian language and literature, teachers, etc.). To teach discipline, "Astronomy and 



Astrophysics" and using concepts of Astronomy and Astrophysics in the current business 

department;  

-Improving the employment situation of teachers in Vaslui Astronomy & Astrophysics;  

-Stimulation of astronomy as a subject choice by students;  

-Higher quality instructional process;  

-Stimulating student participation in National and International Olympiad of Astronomy 

and profile contests.  

          To achieve consistency goals, work was the desire of students to teaching 

profession in the field of astronomy, and personal experience. To develop teaching skills 

for the future of a quality educational process, following initial training aimed at general 

and specific skills:  

1. To define specific concepts and knowledge of astronomy and astrophysics;  

2. Develop open thinking, creative;  

3. Explain astronomical phenomena in a specific language by abstracting and modeling;  

4. Explore and directed experimentation of astronomical phenomena;  

5. Solve of theoretical and applied problems;  

6. To use astronomical instruments;  

7. To realise transfers and integrate knowledge and working methods of their application 

in astronomy to natural sciences and technology;  

8. To use computer as a means of education as a tool of analysis, investigation and 

storage of information and communication as possible via e-mail link to the global 

resources of the Internet. 
Organiser (s): "Sirius" Astronomical Association – UNESCO Club, High School „Mihai 

Eminescu" Bârlad, Teacher Training VasluiWebsite: www.astronomica.ro 

Logo (if available): No 

Photos/images avalaible:    Yes: (1-2 photos/activity) 

 



  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 120 

Budget (if available): 50 Euro 

 

Activity 47 

Title: ”The road to the stars" 

Description: 

Project Associate Project "Planetarium Bârlad diversification of tourism in the border 

area Vaslui-Soroca” 

Objectives and activities: cultural heritage of the "Vasile Pârvan" Bârlad for science 

education students 

Activities: Cycle Conference "Astronomy in everyday life, “the history of astronomy 

from Babylon was cosmic", "Great Anniversary", Conference in Chisinau (Moldova) 

Organiser (s): „Vasile Pârvan” Museum, "Sirius" Astronomical Association – UNESCO 

Club, 

Website: www.astronomica.ro 

Logo (if available): 

Photos/images available:    Yes: (1-2 photos/activity) 

 

Activity 48 

 

Title: Astronomy lessons with portable planetarium 

 



Under the auspices of IYA 2009, the Planetarium of “Stefan cel Mare” University of 

Suceava, introduced a new form of activity for the public: astronomy lessons using a 

portable planetarium. 

These types of activities were carried out in schools located in Suceava County, being 

sometimes hard to bring a large number of pupils, from remote locations, in the 

University’s Planetarium.  

The goal of this lesson was to familiarize pupils with astronomy notions like star, 

cardinal points, horizon, twilight, constellation, Earth movements, etc. The link between 

calendar and movements of Moon and Earth was presented, altogether with the 

orientation using the North Star. 

Every show was accompanied by slides projections of objects from Universe. 

At the end of each presentation every pupil received an questionnaire like abstract of the 

lesson and a map of the sky to help them to identify the constellations later on, at home 

with there parents.  

Organizer: Planetarium of “Stefan cel Mare” University of Suceava 

Number of participants: 500 pupils. 

Budget: 1500 Euro for the acquisition of the GoToEx3 planetarium and the manufacture 

of the four meter diameter portable fabric dome. 

  

 



 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 400 

Budget (if available): 100 Euro 

 

Activity 49 

 

Title: National Astronomy Contest for kids «Equinox VII » 

Description: During the weekend near the Vernal Equinox, at the Planetarium of “Stefan 

cel Mare” University of Suceava, is organized since 2003 the National Astronomy 

Contest « Equinox ». This contest addresses to preschool and lower grades pupils and 

covers three sections. Section I: drawing and painting contest for preschool and pupils in 

the first and second grade of primary school. This section has also a photography 

subsection which addresses to pupils in higher grades. Section II: Astronomy knowledge 

contest for pupils in three and four grades. The contestants receive previously the 

bibliography and 50 questions from which they must answer at 10 of them. They also 

must recognize the constellations on a blind map of the sky. Section III: poems and astro 

poetry contest for pupils in the third grade and up. The artworks from the sections I and 

III are exposed in the Suceava Planetarium exhibition for one month (21 March – 21 

April). The poems from the third section are published every year in a volume called 

“Astronomy pamphlets” (“Caiete astronomice”). All the participants receive a diploma 

and free access at Suceava Planetarium for the whole year, until the next contest edition. 



 

Organizers : Planetarium of “Stefan cel Mare” University of Suceava, Romania; 

Educators Association of Suceava. 

 

 

Estimated numbers: The 6th edition of the Equinox contest, organized during IYA 

2009, gathered a record number of participants as follows: 523 artworks at section I, 28 

contest teams (3 pupils each) at section II and 126 poems at the last section. 

Budget: 500 Euro. 

 

Activity 50 

Title : “Our place in the Universe” 

Description: Power Point presentation 

10.05.2009 The global week of the cosmic space – ppt. presentation, Florentina Ilesan, 

teacher 

10.06.2009 Galileo Galilei – father of natural science  

(Brincoveanu Florentina, student in XII class “Constantin Noica” High School) 



10.07.2009 Conrad Haas citizen of Sibiu – the inventor of the three levels rocket 

(Gaianu Alexandru student in the XIIth class ”Constantin Noica High School”) 

10.08.2009 The spatial technique for the benefit of the man 

(Radu Ene, Georgian Talpos, students in the XIIth class “Constantin Noica” High 

School) 

10.13.2009 The spectrum messengers of stars – Doina Lazar, teacher 

10.12.2009 The LCROSS Mission – Controlled Explosion on the Moon, NASA tries 

to find water! Florentina Ilesan, teacher 

10.13.2009 Spatial telescopes – ppt presentation Florentina Ilesan, teacher 

10.16 2009 Artistic presentation – astro poetry/cosmo poetry - musical cosmo audition 

and videoprojection coordinator Maria Iliut, teacher and Ioana Danetiu, teacher. 

 - poetry presentation – “The Evening Star”; “To the Star”, ”The Poor Dionis”, by Mihail 

Eminescu 

- “Urania’s sonnets”, by Gabriel Donna- selection 

- “The Airman” by Vasile Alecsandri (Flying Man) 

- "Sun, Moon and Evening Star – astrophysical essays”, by Ion Hoban 

- musical audition and projections with astral images 

– “Nocturne”, by Fr. Schubert 

- “The Moon Sonata”, by Beethoven 

- “The New Moon”, by Ciprian Porumbescu 

10.13.-16.2009 Exhibition of posters, pictures and drawings with astronomic themes 

in all three high schools halls. 

The participants to the projects are students from the Xth, XIth and XIIth classes from all 

three high schools. 

The project will be done also by the help of: David Marius, teacher, programmer Isabela 

A. Petrei, programmer Marius Bobeanu, Doina Iepure, laboratory keeper. 

18.12.2009 The first presentation of the book ”ABC of Astrophysics”, author Doina 

Lazar, teacher of physics. The book was presented to the teachers of Physics from Sibiu 

and Sibiu County and to all the students from the “Avram Iancu” High School 

Organiser (s): Doina Lazar - teacher of physics, Florentina Ilesan – teacher of physics, 

school inspector, coordinator of the cross curricular project. 



Website (if available): 

Logo (if available):   

Photos/images available: 

 

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity (a rough 

estimate is sufficient): 100 

Budget (if available): the partners shared part of the cost of activity. 

 

Activity 51 

Title: National astronomy festival «Nights of Perseids» 

Between 9-14 August 2009, in a place without the annoying optical pollution, the village 

Horodnic de Jos, Suceava County, at the private astronomical observatory of Prof. 

Dimitrie Olenici, took place the 4th edition of a festival dedicated to the meteor shower 

enthusiasts. 



Fifteen amateur astronomers altogether with few students, participants to International 

Astronomy Olympiads, took their time and made systematic observations of the Perseids 

meteor shower. 

Having at their disposal some telescopes, they also made observational sessions, 

watching to the Sun, Moon, planets and deep-sky objects.  

During the festival, the participant watched astronomy movies, organized a small 

exhibition of astronomical paintings and photography and attended a seminar covering 

different subjects of astronomy. The participant had also at their disposal a library and 

Internet access.  

Organisers: Planetarium of “Stefan cel Mare” University of Suceava, Romania; 

Mayoralty of Horodnic de Jos, Suceava county, Romania. 

Beside the fifteen astronomers, at this event took part in every day activities around 50 

locals from the region. 

Budget 600 Euro.  

 

 

 

 

Activity 52 

Title : At the project called “She is an astronomer” 

Description: 



1. At the project called “She is an astronomer” which took place in Medias in the 

park in front of the city hall, on 2nd March 2009, the 6th grade pupils shared balloons and 

“martisoare” (hand-made objects that are the symbol of spring). The action also included 

the popularization of IYA2009. The action was continued by younger pupils (Ist - IVst 

primary grades).   

2. The “martisoare” and the balloons were designed and created by the pupils. Each 

pupil designed 5 “martisoare” and 3 balloons. The result was 150 “martisoare” and 100 

balloons shared to the passers-by. 

3. The hand-made decorations were designed at Primary School Nr. 4 Medias When 

was it made? 

4. The objects were created at the beginning of March 2009. 

5. They were used for the popularization of the International Year of Astronomy  

6. The objects were made of paper, rubber, plastic.  

 

Organiser: Primary School Nr. 4 Medias, in the park in front of the city hall, on 2nd 

March 2009 , the 6th grade pupils 

Website----------------- 

Logo----------------- 

Photos 

 

 

Estimated number: 200 persons. The “martisoare” and the balloons were designed and 

created by the pupils. Each pupil designed 5 “martisoare” and 3 balloons. The result was 

150 “martisoare” and 100 balloons shared to the passers-by. 



Budget: 50 Ron (25 EUR) is the contribution of each pupil 

 

Activity 53 

Title : „ She is an astronomer” 

Description: The activity took place on 1st and 8th of March 2009 and had the purpose 

to prove that women can also be astronomers. With this occasion we shared amulets to 

the women. 

Organiser: Astroclub Bucharest 

Website: www.astroclubul.ro  

Logo: 

 

Photos/images available:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 150  

 

Activity 54 

Title : „From Hiparch to Hubble” 

Description: The activity was realized in partnership with C.M.N.S. Galati and „C
 lin 

Popovici” Astroclub. It developed on 21.03.2009 in many sections: symposium, 

astronomy contest and solar party. The participants were students from Tulcea, Galati and 

Bârlad. 



Organiser (s): „ Delta Orion” Astroclub - Children’s Palace Tulcea 

Website (if available):  

Logo (if available):  

Photos/images available:  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 80 

Budget: 350 Euro 

 

Activity 55 

Title : „100 hours of astronomy” 

Description: It was a four days activity (between 2 and 4 April 2009). We presented 

movies and projects about astronomy and made known the activity of the greatest 

astronomers. During the day we enjoyed the solar party and in the night, the star party. 

The activities took place in schools and colleges from Tulcea, Macin and Babadag 

Children's Palaces 

Organiser (s): Tulcea, Macin and Babadag Children's Palaces 

Website (if available): www.100hoursofastronomy.org; www.oriondelta.s5.com  

Photos/images available:  



Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 250 

Budget: 200 Euro 

 

Activity 56 

Title : „ Me and the Universe”  

Description: At this exhibition participated over 120 students from Tulcea, Roman, 

Bârlad, Bacau, Piatra Neam� and it took place from 1st to 15th may 2009 . 

Organiser:”Delta Orion” Astroclub 

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com   

Logo: 

Photos/images available:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 120 

Budget: 250 Euro 

 

Activity 57 

 

Title : „ Under the celestial sky of Sulina”  

Description: The contest took place from 30th of July to 2nd of august 2009 and 

gathered over 64 students from Tulcea, Suceava, Bucharest, Bacau, Falticeni, Oradea, 

Calarasi, Craiova, Bârlad.  



Organiser: „Delta Orion” Astroclub  

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com  

Logo: 

 

Photos/images available:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 64 

Budget: 1000 Euro 

 

Activity 58 

Title : ”Albert Einstein” 

Description: The symposium took place on October 24, 2009. and it was intended for the 

students from secondary school and college. They have presented projects in astronomy 

and astrophysics, and the most original ones were awarded. 

Organiser (s):”Delta Orion” Astroclub – Children’s Palace Tulcea 

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com   

Logo: 

 

Photos/images available:  



    

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 60 

Budget: 300 Euro 

 

Activity 59 

Title : ”Galilean Nights” 

Description: There was film screening about the history of astronomy. Observations to 

the Moon, Jupiter's moons, objects M, took place in the Public Square and on the 

platform of Children's Palace. This project has been successful among the public. 

Organiser (s):”Delta Orion” Astroclub – Children’s Palace Tulcea 

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com    

Logo: 

 

Photos/images avalaible:  

   

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 250 

(students, parents, public). 

 

Activity 60 



Title: Water Rockets 

Description: Using 2 PET bottles, insulating tape, valve, blue spray, polystyrene, 

cardboard, pipe, glue we made some rockets, using water and air pressure. 

Organiser (s): School No.4 Sibiu 

Website (if available): http://astronomie4521.wik.is 

Logo (if available): Under pressure 

Photos/images available:  

            

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 200 

Budget (if available): 50 Euro 

 

Activity 61 

Title: I and the Universe 

Description: During World Space Week, we made a drawing exhibition with the best 

drawings made by students. 

Organiser: School No.4 Sibiu 

Website (if available):  http://astronomie4521.wik.is 

Logo (if available): I and the Universe 

Photos/images available:  



      

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 60 

Budget (if available): - 

 

Activity 62 

Title: Astronomy Wiki 

Description: The students from School No. 4, School “Regina Maria” and School No. 21 

coordinated by Physics teacher Daian Maria Alexandrina have made an Astronomy Wiki. 

This wiki contains: an astronomy dictionary, general information about the Universe, 

legends about the sky, students projects, Power Point presentations, web-sites addresses 

about astronomy and so on. During World Space Week, the students from the 8th class 

from School No. 4 Sibiu presented to other children the wiki. 

Organiser: School No.4 Sibiu 

Website (if available):  http://astronomie4521.wik.is 

Logo (if available): I and the Universe 

Photos/images available:  

   



Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 200 

Budget (if available): - 

 

Activity 63 

Title: Vision of the Milky Way 

Description: Using materials like cardboard, paper and glue, paint, nail polish little metal 

pieces, sugar, chocolate powder (preserved in glue) and glitter the students made some 

models for describing our Solar System. 

Organiser: School No.4 Sibiu 

Website (if available):  http://astronomie4521.wik.is 

Logo (if available): I and the Universe 

Photos/images available:  

       

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 20 

Budget (if available): 10 Euro 

 

Activity 64 

 

Title :  

SARM at IYA2009 Opening Ceremony and Symposium 260, UNESCO, Paris, January 

15-23 

Description:  



SARM had an important participation (exhibition, posters, lecture and astropoetry show) 

at IYA2009 introductory events in Paris (Opening Ceremony and Symposium 260) and 

realized the largest photo-chronicle of them. 

Organiser:  

Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website:  

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/sarmatunescoiauiyagalilei/ 

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended SARM presentations: 600 

Budget: 1300
  

 

Activity 65 

Title : TWAN Astrophotography Expedition (2) by SARM 

Description:  

SARM organized two astrophotography expeditions in Carpathian Mountains for The 

World at Night (June 18-21 and July 17-19), two SARM members becoming Winners in 

IYA2009 Earth and Sky astrophotography contest.  

The second expedition was organized in Fagaras Mountains between July 17 and 19. 



Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website:  

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/starpartyphotopoetry.html (Fagaras I)   

 Logo:  

 

 

Photos/images:  

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or 

were reached by this activity: 9 participants, 1000 web access 

Budget: 1200 Euro  

 

Activity 66 

Title : 100 Hours of Astronomy Festival by SARM 

Description:  

SARM was the national coordinator for 100 HA in Romania (47 events). 

100HA Festival organized by SARM at Targoviste received the Highly Commended 

Award for the Largest Single Registered 100HA Event. 



In the Main Square in the center of Targoviste city were installed 3 big tents. Inside tents 

were available electricity, internet, a video projector, a big TV plasma for astronomical 

lessons, films and astronomical slide show, a webcam for live webcast, astronomical 

stands with posters, photos, sky map, astronomical dictionary, 100 HA flags, logos, etc. 

April 2 

� Morning hours, Central Hall of SARM: press conference  

� Midday hours, Dambovita History Museum: open of the Astrophotography 

Exhibition “The Universe, Yours to Discovery!”  

� Evening hours, Central Hall of SARM: live webcast projections of the Opening Event 

from Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. Observation session for public 

April 3 

Arts Secondary School “Balasa Doamna”, “The Hour of Astronomy”, a symposium kept 

by an inventor awarded with the silver medal at the International Showroom of Inventics 

in Geneva.  

Main Square in the center of the city, from 15.00 to 24.00: The Festival of Astronomy: 

� Astronomical stands 

� Live webcast of “Around the World in 80 Telescopes” 

� Sun observation session using LX 50 telescope 

� Astronomical lesson using Stellarium program 

� Moon and Saturn observation session 

� Remote Astronomy using GRAS-003 and GRAS-005 Telescopes  

It was made live webcast using USTREAM. Also, it was keep a special session asking 

online to the public questions, hosted by HotNews website. 

April 4, Main Square in the center of the city, from 9.00 to 24.00: The Festival of 

Astronomy.  

� A special Session of Astronomical and Scientifically Experiments keep by students 

and teachers coming from all schools from Dambovita County (approximately 25) 

� Live webcast of “Around the World in 80 Telescopes” 

� Astronomical Drawing Exhibition, works made by pupils 

� Astronomical Rebus, performance, dances, music, cheerleaders 

� Space and astrofolk music 



�  Films and photos projections, including 3D images 

� Astronomical stands, lesson and debates 

� Sun observation session 

� “NOI SI CERUL” (Us and the Sky) live broadcast at Columna TV: a special 100HA 

edition 

� Star Party: learning main constellations, Moon and Saturn observations  

� Remote Astronomy 

It was made live webcast using USTREAM (chat with persons from all over the world, 

from Australia to Canare, Canada and USA who watched us). It was keep a special 

session asking online to the public questions, hosted by HotNews website 

(http://science.hotnews.ro/stiri-spatiul-5541809-valentin-grigore-coordonatorul-national-

proiectului-100-ore-astronomie-romania-mihai-rusie-discutat-online-cititorii-

hotnews.htm). 

April 5, Main Square in the center of the city, from 12.00 to 24.00 

� Sun Day: Sun observation session, films/images with Sun and solar eclipses 

� Astronomical stands, lessons and debates 

� Films and photos projections, including 3D images 

� Moon and Saturn observations 

It was made live webcast using USTREAM. 

All the local mass-media (5 TVs, 2 radios and 3 newspapers) related about this event. 

Also, excluding the regular “Noi si Cerul” broadcast at Columna TV, there were another 

two live broadcast at Minisat TV and ArtPress TV. 

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website:  

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/100ha.html  

http://100deoredeastronomie.sarm.ro  

http://www.100hoursofastronomy.org/photo-galleries/category/105-100  

 Logo:  



 

Photos/images:  

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 4000 

Budget: 5000
   

 

Activity 67 

Title :  

The Last Dusk of IYA2009, December 31, 2009 

Description:  

A special public activity to see the last Sunset and Moon rise of IYA2009 and Moon 

partial eclipse was organized by SARM at Targoviste, December 31 

Organiser:  

Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM)  

Website:  

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/4th.html (last part) 

Photo: 



 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 40 

Budget: -  

 

Activity 68 

Title : Winter Solstice of IYA2009 

Description: A special public activity was organized around winter solstice, December 

21 

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website: http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/4th.html 

Logo: 

 

Photo: 



 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 400 

Budget: �  

 

Activity 69 

Title : ASTRO 2009 – National Symposium 

Description: SARM organized a special activity to the end of IYA2009: ASTRO 2009 – 

the National Symposium “Love the Sky”, the Closing Recognition Ceremony of “100 

Hours of Astronomy” and “Galilean Nights” in Romania, and SARM’s National 

Conference, Targoviste and Stejarul-Margineanca Camp, November 27-29 

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website: http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/autumn.html 

Logo:  

 

 



Photos/images:  

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 70  

Budget: 2500 Euro 

 

Activity 70 

Title : Astropoetry to the International Year of Astronomy 2009 

Description: An astrohumanist mirror of  IYA2009 projects being SARM’s international 

superproject (an IYA2009 chronicle in words and images and the largest-ever 

astronomical poetry tribute), which was nominated for IYA 2009 Mani Bhaumik Prize 

for Excellence in Astronomy EPO:   

Astropoetry to the International Year of Astronomy 2009  

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website:  



http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/ 

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 

8000 visitors of website 

Budget: �  

 

Activity 71 

Title : ASTRONOMIA 2009 – Astronomical and Photography Camp for Students 

Description: SARM organized a special camp for students dedicated to IYA2009, with 

the support of Romanian Youth Ministry. Lessons of astronomy and astrophotography. 

Vanatorul Camp, Bucegi Mountains, August 24-30 

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website: http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/starpartyphotopoetry.html  

(��������	
���
 )   

Logo:  



Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 60  

Budget: 1500 Euro 

 

Activity 72 

Title : PERSEIDS 2009 – The National Astronomical Camp, Fagaras Mountains 

Description: SARM organized the 17th edition of the National Astronomical Camp, 

PERSEIDE 2009, Fagaras Mountains, August 11-19. In the program was included a 

summer astronomical school and Perseid observing campaign. 

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website: http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/3rd.html  

(SARM’S "PERSEIDS XVII" CAMP)   

 Logo:  



 

 

Photos/images:  

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 40  

Budget: 3000 Euro 

 

Activity 73 



Title : The 2nd International Symposium for Dark-sky Parks and 2nd International Dark-

sky Camp, Island Lastovo, Croatia, September 14-19, 2009 

Description: SARM attended with 5 members this international meeting, one of them 

invited as speaker. SARM proposed a European Light Pollution Law.  

Organisers: Dark Sky Slovenia, Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website: http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/rhapsodiesofthebalkansky.html 

www.darkskyparks.org 

Photos/images:  

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 70  

Budget: 3500 Euro 

 

Activity 74 

Title : Galilean Nights Festival at Targoviste 



Description: The Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy-SARM was the national 

coordinator for Galilean Nights in Romania, and registered 31 events developed by 

SARM and other astronomical groups and institutions in 18 Romanian towns. 

(http://www.galileannights.org/events/event_country_romania.html) 

and (http://www.noptigalileene.sarm.ro/cauta-evenimente.php).  

The largest of them was organized by SARM in Targoviste (a former Capital of the 

Romanian Land). 

This festival received the Winner Award for the Outstanding Galilean Nights Event. 

SARM’s Galilean Nights festival of astronomy in Targoviste contained:  

1. An Orionid meteor shower observational night prologue (October 21-22), in a dark sky 

area, near Targoviste.  

Images here: http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622692811659  

2. Press conference at SARM’s headquarters, and co-operations with 5 televisions and 

more radio programs (including Radio Romania), on-line publications and newspapers, 

which this way drew the attention of the whole town and informed the whole country 

about the event.  

Images here: http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622693110635 

TV News here: http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622817649314  

Online newspapers: 

http://www.adevarul.ro/rss/articol/targoviste-nopti-galileene-in-piata-tricolorului.html  

http://www.adevarul.ro/articole/targoviste-nopti-galileene-la-targoviste.html  

http://jurnaldedambovita.artpress.ro/jdb_articol--Nopti_Galileene_la_Trgoviste,423.html 

http://www.ziar.com/articol-din-ziar.php3?id_syndic_article=1351337 

3. Activities in the “Tricolorul” (central) square in October 22-24: tents with 

astronomical products, projections of images, movies and planetarium programs, 

workshops, astroelectronic music, 3D images, remote observations, promotional 

materials, astroart exhibition made by children, telescopic observations of Galilean 

objects.  

Images with public observations here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622817512982  

Images with public projections here: 



http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622817804088  

Images with astroart exhibition and promotional materials here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622693331575  

Remote observations, images here:  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622693423697  

4. A special live broadcast (Columna TV, Targoviste, October 24) about Galilean Nights 

(including finally an astropoetry and astrofolk music mini-show). Images here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622817869850 

5. Galilean Gala Show (Dambovita History Museum, Targoviste, October 24): 

astromovies, astrophotography exhibition, International Galilean Poetry Evening (with 

texts received from Europe, America, Asia and Australasia), and astrofolk music recital, 

in which Galileo Galilei was performed by a SARM counselor. (The Show was filmed by 

Columna TV). Images here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/sets/72157622817653676  

6. An original and innovative web page as both a unique homage for Galileo and an 

album-document, including comments and images on Galilean Nights-Targoviste and 

poetic writings dedicated to the Great Astronomer by important astronomers and writers 

from 4 continents: Galilean Poetry  

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/galileanpoetry.html  

Thus, SARM tried to promote astronomy during Galilean Nights-Targoviste in a complex 

(technical, cultural, educational, artistic, social, historical and creative) way.  

A short film of 90 sec with images from this event can be seen here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8313346@N03/4099863031  

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website:  

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/galileanpoetry.html 

http://www.noptigalileene.sarm.ro 

Logo:  



 

Photos/images:  

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 3200 

Budget: 5500 Euro 

 

Activity 75 

Title : International Meteor Conference 2009, Croatia, September 14-19, 2009 



Description: SARM attended with 5 members the International Meteor Conferences, 

Porec, Croatia, September 24-27. Two contributions were presented. 

Organiser: International Meteor Organization 

Website: ttp://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/astrometeorpoetryshowproject.html 

www.imo.net/imc2009 

Logo: � 

Photos/images:  

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 90  

Budget: 3200 Euro  

 

Activity 76 

Title : I and the Sky, broadcast at Columna TV 

Description:  

The Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) present at Columna TV a 

regular astronomical broadcast series (2-3 editions/month) realized by Valentin Grigore, 



President of SARM. The first edition was in air on November 2, 2008. The original 

astronomical broadcast series “NOI si CERUL” (US and the SKY), realized during 2009 

(2 or 3 editions every month) were dedicated to the International Year of Astronomy, by 

presenting news about its events (organized in Romania and everywhere in the world) 

and about sky phenomena, lessons, books and websites of astronomy, cosmopoetry, 

astrofolk music and talks with numerous astronomers. 

Live or using recorded interventions, in the broadcast studio were present astronomers 

from Romania or abroad. Here are some of them: Ovidiu V
 duvescu (Chile and Canary 

Islands), Mirel Bîrlan (France), D
 nu�  Ionescu (New Zeeland), Simona V
 duvescu 

(Hawaii), Alin � olea (USA), Jennie McCormick (Noua Zeeland
 , coordinator of ”100 

Hours of Astronomy” Cornerstone Project) and other astronomers from New Zeeland, 

Mike Simmons (SUA, co-Chair of ”100 Hours of Astronomy” Cornerstone Project).  

Some editions were realized not in the TV studio, but in the places of astronomical 

events. 

During 2009 all the edition started with the IYA2009 Trailer. 

NOI si CERUL (WE and the SKY) TV broadcast can be seen in the entire world thanks 

to its live internet broadcast. 

Organiser: The Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy and Columna TV 

Website: www.sarm.ro/noisicerultv 

http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/auniqueastrobroadcast.html 

Logo : 

 

Photos/images:  

 



 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 10000 

Budget: 12000 Euro (supported by Columna TV and SARM) 

 

Activity 77 

Title : Astronomy and Astrophotography in the heart of Romania 

Description: SARM participated with a special stand of astronomy and astrophotography 

at the most important civil society event in Romania, a national festival of the non-

governmental organizations. Historical centre of Bucharest, September 10-14  

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Website: http://www.cosmopoetry.ro/astropoetrytoiya/starpartyphotopoetry.html  
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 Logo:  
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Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 7000 

Budget: 500 Euro  

 

Activity 78 

Title : Romanian Peasants' Beliefs in Stars & Sky 

Description: SARM celebrated 150 years since the birth of the founder of Romanian 

astromythology, Ion Ottescu, publishing the English version of  ”Romanian Peasants' 

Beliefs In Stars & Sky” and promoting electronically Romanian traditions of the Cosmos 

at http://www.sarm.ro/newsite/index.php?id=1&zi=29&luna=12&an=2009&act=news 

Organisers:  

Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) & Alastair McBeath (IMO vice-

president) 

Website: www.sarm.ro/credinte  

Photos/images:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 1000 (web 

access) 

Budget: �  



 

Activity 79 

Title : ”She is an Astronomer” at Targoviste 

Description: On March 8, 2009 (Woman Day) SARM organized a public campaign in 

the center of Targoviste city where all women were invited to see the Sun, Moon and 

planets through telescopes and received a She is an Astronomer martzishor. The 

telescopes were served by young girls, members of SARM, too. SARM offered to all 

women who attended this activity  a ”m
 r�i	 or”  (martzishor) - a Romanian traditional gift 

offered to the women to celebrate the beginning of the spring (on March 1) and the 

Woman Day (on March 8). 

Organiser: Romanian Society for Meteors and Astronomy (SARM) 

Logo:  

 

Photos/images: 

  



 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 300 

Budget: 150 Euro 

 

Activity 80 

Title: Matariki Dawn Ceremony 

Description: For many Maori people, the New Year begins when one sees Matariki (or 

Puanga) rising in the morning, (on the first day after the new Moon), followed by the one 

day Moon, followed by the Sun. It is an absolutely spectacular sight, worth seeing at least 

once in your life, if not every year. The reason why the Maori New Year falls at a 

different time every year is because it is a Moon-related event. The Moon plays a very 

important role in the culture of Maori, who use a lunar calendar (called Maramataka, 

Marama = The Moon). Today, more and more people in Aotearoa/New Zealand are 

celebrating the arrival of Matariki and learning about Te Maramataka and the associated 

growing calendar. 

As with most things Maori, names and places change from tribe to tribe. 

The Dawn ceremony was held on the top of Mount Victoria (Tangi te Keo - Te 

Whanganui A Tara (Wellington). We had quite a few people climbing up the top of 

Mount Victoria! There was no wind on the top of the mountain and the sky was just 

amazing! We could see the great waka of Tama Rereti sitting upon the horizon from 

South-West to North-West set assail to the centre of Te Ikaroa or Mangoroa, the Milky 

Way! At the back of the waka, the entranceway to the heavens: Aara I   

 



Organiser (s): Society of Maori Astronomy, Research and Tourism 

Website: web.me.com/Haritina/Pleiades 

Logo: Matariki Eye  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 100 

Budget: none 

 

Activity 81 

Title: Mata Ora 2009 

Description: Ancient Polynesian navigators were the first to explore and then settle the 

great Pacific Ocean – a vast expanse that covers a third of the earth’s surface.  Their 

journeys began a millennia before the arrival of the first European explorers in the 16th 

Century. 

 In November 2009 in Porirua, north of Wellington, New Zealand, the awe-

inspiring achievements of ancient Polynesian explorers and scientists were be 

remembered during a week of  “Mata Ora” celebrations hosted by the Society for Maori, 

Astronomy, Research and Tourism and the NZ National Commission for UNESCO. 

 The event was also part of celebrations to mark the International Year of 

Astronomy 2009 - "a global effort initiated by the International Astronomical Union and 

UNESCO to help citizens of the world rediscover their place in the Universe through the 

day and night time sky, and thereby engage a personal sense of wonder and discovery. 

The first Polynesian voyagers used indigenous scientific astronomical knowledge, 

harnessing the night sky and the environment to guide them across 162 million square 

kilometers of ocean. Their journeys and settlements stretch from South East Asia and 

Melanesia in the West, to Hawaii in the north, Rapanui or Easter Island in the East and 

Aotearoa New Zealand in the South. To this day, the indigenous peoples of the Pacific 



while separated by the largest ocean on earth, remain linked to one another through 

language, culture and history. 

Organiser (s): Society of Maori Astronomy, Research and Tourism  

Website:http://www.unesco.org.nz/index.php/news-/47-news-priority-areas/123-mata-

ora-the-living-knowledge-2009 

Logo: 

Photos/images available:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 800 

Budget: NZD 30,000 

 

Activity 82 

Title : Milky Way Kiwi Magazine - New Zealand's first Astrophotography magazine 

Description: In celebration of the International Year of Astronomy we asked a selection 

of leading New Zealand’s astrophotographers to bring the heavens closer to Earth, for our 

readers, to gaze upon. They sharpened their focus, trimmed the aperture and set the view 

to infinity, looking across light years of star dust and matter.  



Then, they have captured the majesty of the Universe that exists beyond the naked 

eye. 

Looking at the stars is not easy. They are so small and far away that humans have 

had to invent all sorts of cunning devices to see beyond the limits of our eyesight. 

Nowadays, when we must cope with light pollution too, the mission of stargazing has 

become very difficult. Built on almost the same principles as the human eye, 

photographic cameras encounter the same obstacles when it comes to imaging the sky. 

Having said that, we must admit that a Kiwi’s place under the stars still has one of the 

best views in the world. 

 We definitely have the window seat when it comes to seeing the night sky. Here, 

on clear winter nights, you can make out the Milky Way in the shape of a huge black and 

white rainbow, stretching on the firmament from one horizon to the other. Here, we can 

observe our galaxy’s centre climbing all the way to Zenith. This is not the case in the 

Northern Hemisphere where the maximum altitude of the Milky Way’s centre is 

approximately 15 – 40 degrees above the southern horizon depending on latitude. From 

Aotearoa, we can see the Milky Way centre at the Zenith because of the way the Earth is 

tilted on its axis. Our South Celestial Pole is pointing towards a region of the sky located 

closer to the direction of the Galaxy’s centre than the North Celestial Pole which is 

pointed much further from it. In relation to the Galaxy’s centre, we could say that the 

“right way up” on Earth would actually be to have the South Pole at the top. We are 

lucky to be living at a southern latitude where viewing conditions allow us to observe the 

brightest regions of our Milky Way Galaxy under ideal conditions. 

Last but most important, Milky Way Kiwi brings people together. We invite 

photographers to cross the boundaries and assist us in better understanding the science 

behind taking great photos. We invite technicians to help us better setup our telescopes, 

and educators to teach us about the subjects we are imaging. We invite our readers to 

enjoy this information. Although astronomy began in the Northern hemisphere, once it 

arrived in the southern hemisphere people were able to really understand what it means to 

look at the stars, and we want to share this with you all. 

Organiser: Haritina Mogosanu 

Website: web.me.com/Haritina/My_World/Milky_Way_Kiwi 



Logo:  

Photos/images available:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 300 

Budget: NZD 1000 

 

Activity 83 

    Title : The Kepler Mission – February 27 

    Description: 

The event began with a presentation of the mission’s primary goals, the date for which 

the first results are expected, and the conditions that a planet needs to fulfill for life to 

exist on it. 

Methods for extrasolar planet detection were also presented: the transit method and the 

radial velocity method. 

Finally, details regarding the construction and functions of the Kepler telescope were 

presented. 

    Organisers: Nicoleta Pazmany, Valentina Matei, Marin Bica, Marius Deaconu, Denis 

Derecichei, Dan Cernea, and students from the following schools: C.T. ‘M. Viteazul’, 

‘Dacia’, ‘Oltea Doamna’, C.N. ‘E. Gojdu’, and members of ‘Meridian 0’ Astronomy 

Club 



    Website: www.meridianzero.ro 

    Logo: 

 

    Photos/images: 

 

 

    Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 25 

    Budget : sponsorship, self-financed 

 

Activity 84 

    Title: She is an Astronomer – March 1-8  

    Description: 

Between 1-8 March, we held presentations at schools that are in collaboration with our 

astronomy club, about the lives of female astronomers from the country and the world. 



On 6th March, taking advantage of the clear sky, we held presentations of the night sky 

‘With Telescopes at the student hostel’, which was a collaboration with the students of 

the University of Oradea. 

Besides the telescopic observations, symbolic ‘March badges’ (Romanian tradition) were 

given to girls and women. The event was a success, and we plan to repeat it in the future.  

On Saturday, 6 March, the event took place in the Children’s Hospital of Oradea. 

The children were invited to participate in a journey to space, a world full of comets, stars 

and galaxies. Prof. Valentina Matei talked about the contest of NASA for naming the 

junction module 3 which was going to be attached to the ISS in December. 

    

Organisers: Nicoleta Pazmany, Gratian Hofer, Valentina Matei, Marin Bica, students 

from the following schools: C.T. ‘M. Viteazul’, ‘Dacia’, C.N. ‘E. Gojdu’, and members 

of ‘Meridian 0’ Astronomy Club 

 

    Website: www.merdianzero.ro 

    Photos/images: 

 



 

 

    Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 100 

    Budget : self-financed 

 

Activity 85 

    Title:  Earth Hour - March 28 

    Description: 

The activity was initiated by students of ‘C.T. Mihai Viteazul’ high school, from 

environmental protection class. Flyers were distributed in the hope that adults will follow 

the example of the children. 

 

    Organiser s: Tar Levente, Filip Marinela, students of ‘C.T. Mihai Viteazul’, ‘Meridian 

0’ Astronomy Club 

    Website : www.meridianzero.ro 

    Photos/images: 



 

 

     

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 50 

    Budget (if available): – 

 

Activity 86 

    Title : 100 Hours of Astronomy –April 2-5 

    Description: 

One of the most large-scale event organized throughout the year. It reached more then 

500 students in more primary and high schools of Oradea. 



The activities lead by members of our club included presentations of videos, astronomy 

documentaries, debates. 

The final event, which took place in the heart of Oradea, was a night of telescopic 

observations.  

The light pollution of this area has only allowed the observation of the Moon, planet 

Saturn, and some bright double stars, but it was enough to stir the curiosity of by passers. 

Throughout the 4 hours of the event, more than 300 people looked through a telescope. 

 

    Organisers: Nicoleta Pazmany, Tibor Vesselényi, and students from the following 

schools: C.T. ‘M. Viteazul’, ‘Dacia’, ‘Oltea Doamna’, C.N. ‘E. Gojdu’, and members of 

‘Meridian 0’ Astronomy Club 

 

    Website: www.meridianzero.ro 

   Photos/images: 

 



 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 300 

Budget: - self-financed 

 

Activity 87 

    Title: Yuri’s Night – April 9 

    Description: 

A global event, celebrating the achievements of space exploration. On April 12 1961, 

Yuri Gagarin (USSR) effectuates the first space flight, and on April 12 1981, the space 

shuttle had its maiden voyage (USA).  

Members of our club presented the life of Yuri Gagarin and the functioning of the space 

shuttles. 

    Organiser: Nicoleta Pazmany, Valentina Matei, Marin Bica, students from the 

following schools: C.T. ‘M. Viteazul’, ‘Dacia’, C.N. ‘E. Gojdu’, and members of 

‘Meridian 0’ Astronomy Club 



Website:  www.meridianzero.ro 

Photos/images : 

 

 

    

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 30 

    Budget (if available): – 

 

Activity 88 



    Title: Astronomical journey through Transylvania- May( 29-30) 

    Description: 

Initially it was planned as a large-scale project with the scope of bringing the 

Transylvanian astronomical traditions back to life, and to form small observational 

groups in project’s cores and in villages. Due to temporary lack of funds we realized what 

we could, organizing an astronomy contest in the memory of Regiomontanus, the XV. 

century astronomer, who brought the fortress of Oradea in the attention of the world, 

through the famous Tables of Oradea (Tabula Varadiensis). 

The contest took place at Remeti, a mountain village in Bihor County. We had 

participants from Oradea, Remeti, Blaj, Bucharest, and the subjects were written by 

professors of the national astronomy olympics team. 

   Organisers: Nicoleta Pazmany, Anca Marian, Marin Bica, Marius Deaconu, Tibor 

Vesselenyi, other members. 

   Website: www.meridianzero.ro 

   Photos/images: 

 



 

 

    Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 30 

    Budget: sponsorships, self-financed 

 

Activity 89 

    Title : A giant leap for humanity – July 16-17  

    Description: 

This educational event, organized by two participants of NASA courses, took place in the 

‘City of children’. We held diverse activities for children between ages 3-14, like a 

presentation the Apollo 11 mission, astronomy themed educational and entertaining 

activities, viewing 3D images, construction of a solar system model made of fruits.. 

On Friday, in the multifunctional hall of the fortress of Oradea, took place the second 

meeting, with the theme ‘To the Moon and Beyond’. The target audience was mainly 

children from primary and high schools. The special guest of the event was Prof. Franklin 

Mitchell from South Carolina, USA. 

  Organiser:  Valentina Matei, Dorina Szatmary.     

  Website: www.meridianzero.ro 

Photos/images: 



 

 

 

     

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 100 

    Budget: sponsorships, self-financed 

 

Activity 90 

    Title:  International Astronomy Camp, Vladeasa – August 10-14 

    Description: 



Despite the not quite favorable weather conditions, the First International 

Astronomy Camp at Vladeasa, organized by the Meridian Zero Astronomy Club, was a 

success. Participants arrived from Romania and Hungary. 

On Monday, the thick layer of clouds and the strong wind made astronomical 

observations impossible. Tuesday night, the strips of clear sky between clouds made the 

observation of some deep-sky objects, variable stars, and Jupiter possible. On 

Wednesday, the sky was clear for some hours, thus some of the participants counted 65 

meteors around the Perseid maximum. Thursday night, the limiting magnitude reached 

the value of 7. Through the 20 cm Dobsonian, M27 was a spectacular view, in M31 you 

could see the spiral arms, and the Veil Nebula showed complex structures, especially 

when using an OIII filter. 

Besides nocturnal observations, the participants took part in different activities. 

Every afternoon, after dinner, they had the possibility to follow presentations from 

various domains of astronomy: variable stars (Csukás Mátyás), the history of Dobson 

telescopes (Mizser Attila), potentially hazardous asteroids (Sárneczky Krisztián), the 

Sun’s magneto hydrodynamics (Anabele Pardi), and deep-sky objects (Tibi Vesselényi). 

During daytime, we have visited Vl
 deasa Peak (1836 meters), the White Stones, and 

we’ve played card games, and a variety of musical instruments.  

The only source of light pollution was Huedin to the east. In the other directions, 

the sky was free of any sign of light pollution. The sky has shown its true potential only 

after the camp had ended, when the cloud layer covering East Europe has left the area, 

and the Moon wasn’t a disturbing factor anymore. 

Organisers: Nicoleta Pazmany, Gratian Hofer, Tibor Vesselényi 

Website: www.meridianzero.ro 

Photos/images: 



 

 

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 40 

Budget: self-financed 

 

Activity 91 



Title :A journey to the Moon 

Description: 

A virtual journey to the Moon after 40 years of the historical Apollo 11 mission. 

Multimedia presentations about the forming of the Moon, the lunar surface, the LRO and 

LCROSS missions,  the controlled impact of the space vehicle in the south pole of the 

Moon, the importance of the discovery of water for future missions, photo of the lunar 

Eagle taken 40 years after its landing. 

 Organisers Valentina Matei, students from the following schools: LT ‘A. Laz
 r’, 

C.T. ‘M. Viteazul’, ‘Dacia’, ‘Oltea Doamna’, C.N. ‘E. Gojdu’, and members of 

‘Meridian 0’ Astronomy Club 

Website: www.meridianzero.ro 

Photos/images: 

 

 



 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 30 

Budget: self-financed, sponsorship 

 

Activity 92 

Title : Galilean Nights – October 23 

Description: 

Multimedia presentations of the life and activity of Galileo Galilei, Saturn, Jupiter and its 

satellites, and the Moon. 

The cloudy sky did not permit us to use telescopes, instead we viewed a video about the 

autumnal constellations.   

Organisers: students from the following schools: LT ‘A. Laz
 r’, C.T. ‘M. 

Viteazul’, ‘Oltea Doamna’, C.N. ‘E. Gojdu’, and members of ‘Meridian 0’ Astronomy 

Club 

Website : www.meridianzero.ro 



Photos/images:

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 30 

Budget : self-financed 

 

Activity 93 

Title: Ball-borne pendulum experiment at Shanghai during the total solar eclipse on 

22 July 2009 

 

Description:  

During the total solar eclipse on 22 July 2009, a pendulum experiment was carried 

out at Sheshan Station of Shanghai Astronomical Observatory. The purpose of this 

experiment was to check for anomalous behavior of a pendulum during a solar eclipse, 

including anomalous variation in the precession speed of the oscillation plane (the so-

called Allais effect) and in the oscillation period (the so-called Jeverdan effect). About 

history and importance of such experiments can be found on Internet if we access: nasa 

decrypting eclipse, Xavier review on gravitational anomalies. 

The pendulum in this experiment was suspended via a ring-shaped mount on a 

small stainless steel ball, which was 6 mm in diameter and rested in a concave spherical 

cup. The curvature radius of the cup was 120 mm. Thus the pendulum body was free to 



rotate to any azimuth, as was its oscillation plane. The stainless steel suspension wire was 

approximately 2.4 m in length. Thus the period was around 3.117 s. The bob was a 

horizontally oriented brass lenticular mass weighing 9.0 kg. A pointer which extended 

downwards from the center of the bob was used for taking readings against a scale, and 

also for starting and stopping an electronic stopwatch by momentarily contacting a thin 

flexible metal wire.  

The experiments were made between 2-28 July. In this interval of time were made 

determinations also during penumbral lunar eclipse- 7July, Jupiter / Neptun conjunction -

10 July, Mercury/Sun conjunction- July 14, in total around 750 determinations with 3000 

data. 

The results have taken into account anomalies in behavior of pendulum during all 

these astronomical events above mentioned. 

 Also in collaboration with Sheshan Museum of Astronomy were made a 

exhibition of around 200 pictures named The Sun and Solar eclipse in Romanian 

traditional ornaments. 

Organizers: NSFC (Grant Nos.10973030 and 10778635), China’s Lunar 

Exploration Project, the National 863 Program of China (Grant Nos. 2008AA12A209 and 

2008AA12A210),  Shanghai S&T Committee (Grant No. 06DZ22101) Sheshan Stationof 

Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, and Astronomical Observatory of ”� tefan cel Mare 

”University, Suceava, Romania 

The experiments were conducted by Jinling Li�8(Shanghai Astronomical 

Observatory, Shanghai, China), Dimitrie Olenici (Astronomical Observatory of “Stefan 

cel Mare” University, Suceava, Romania), Chao Yuan Yang (NASA’s Goddard Space 

Flight Center (Retired), Greenbelt, Maryland, USA), Botao Zhang (Astronomy 

Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing, China). 

Estimated numbers: Around 300 visitors at Sheshan Museum of Astronomy 

have chose to visite also the exhibition and take part at demonstration with pendulum. 

Must be mentioned the visit of a team of EurAstro Society accompanied by Pedro 

Russo and Jean- Luc Dighaye 

Budget: 2,000 EUR 

 



 

Jin Lingli, Botao Zang, ChaoYuan Yang, DimitrieOlenici 

 

 

Chinese visitors at exhibition “The Sun and solar eclipse in Romanian traditional 

ornaments” opened in Sheshan 5-28 July 2009 

 

Activity 94 

Title: 100 Hours of Astronomy in Bucharest 

Description:  

In April, 2009 (especially from the 2nd to the 5th ) groups of approximately 30 

students from 15 high schools from Bucharest have taken part in astronomy lessons and 



astronomical observations in the National Children’s Palace respectively in the National 

Children’s Palace Cupola.  

The lessons included: “Planets”, “Planetary Movements“, “Deep Sky Objects” 

and “Galaxies”. Most of the students were making astronomical observations for the first 

time, and many of the subjects were unknown to them, therefore, they all wanted to 

improve their knowledge.  

Saturn was the “star” of the show including two of Its satellites. Among the deep 

sky objects, the most popular were Orion Nebula and Open Cluster M35.  

We also had the pleasure to welcome students from other parts of country: a 

group of 50 students from Ploiesti and 100 students from Cernavoda.  

Organiser: National Children’s palace, Bucharest (Minodora Carmen Lipcanu) 

Website: www.cursastronomie.ro  

Logo:  

Photos/images:   

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 600  

Budget: – 

 

Activity 95 

Title: Small Achievements, Big Dreams 

Description: 



With the occasion of the International Child’s Day, the Astronomy Circle and the Circle 

of Unconventional Energy Installations of the National Children’s Palace have organized 

a general knowledge contest on astronomical and unconventional energy themes. The 

contest has been followed by an exposition of models and pictures.  

Organiser: National Children’s palace, Bucharest (Minodora Carmen Lipcanu, Silvia 

Pisica) 

Website: www.cursastronomie.ro  

Logo:  

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 70 

Budget: – 

 

Activity 96 

Title:  Summer Sky Observations 

Description: 

This workshop was carried on in the international Camp Kangaroo from the 7th to 

the 17th of July in Poiana Pinului, Buzau. There were held lessons on constellation 

identification and observations on the lunar mounts, craters and sees. There were also 



some lessons on astrophotography. At the end of the Workshop, the students took a 

general knowledge test, and the best were awarded.  

The camp was held for students from 14 to 19 years old who had won the 

international contest of applied mathematics Kangaroo. In this camp students could 

choose to take part in different workshops. At the Astronomy Workshop enrolled 

approximately 100 students, demonstrating by this the will to learn more about 

astronomy.  

Organisers: Sigma Foundation, Minodora Carmen Lipcanu 

Website: http://www.cangurul.ro/ ,www.cursastronomie.ro 

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 100 

Budget: 330 EUR 

 

Activity 97 

Title: Summer camp Deep Sky 

Description: 

In the New Moon period of August, the Natural Science Museum from Galati and 

Comuna Luncavita organize 5 nights of observations in Macinului Mountains. In this 

area the weather is very dry making it favorable for astronomical observations. 



In the camp took part approximately 20 persons with astronomical background. 

We also had a few astronomical instruments that favored our observations.  

Lessons were held in the evenings and observations were made all night long.  

In one of the days a conference was held in Comuna Luncavita where was held a 

lecture about “Space missions”. 

Organiser: Natural Science Museum from Galati 

Website: http://www.cmsngl.ro/  

Photos/images:  

   

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity:40 

Budget: – 

 

Activity 98 

Title: Galilean Nights 

Description: 

In the days of 24th and 25th of October in the memory of the great astronomer 

Galileo Galilei there were held lessons about his activity and his historical importance. 

The students assisted experiments of light focus and the construction of a refractor. 

During the daytime, we watched the solar spots and Venus. We also talked about 

Venus’ phases. At night we watched Jupiter and its external satellites. 

Organiser: Minodora Carmen Lipcanu 

Website: www.cursastronomie.ro 



Logo:  

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity:120 

Budget: – 

 

Activity 99 

Title: Astrophotography in the Exploration of the Universe 

Description:  

This project was run under the approval of the Ministry of Education. In 

December we have brought together photographs on astronomical themes taken by 

students from all over the country. After the jury, the photographs have been exposed one 

week long.  

Organiser: National Children’s palace, Bucharest (Minodora Carmen Lipcanu) 

Website: www.cursastronomie.ro  

Logo:  

Photos/images  



 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 65 

Budget: – 

 

Activity 100 

Title: Painting Through the Universe II  

Description:  

This project was developed by “Tudor Vianu” National High School of Computer 

Science in association with “The National Youth Development Trust”, from South 

Africa.  

Painting Through the Universe II was a project for pre-university students, and 

served as a platform for the brightest young minds in the two countries to exchange ideas.  

Through various events, the Painting Through the Universe II project aimed to 

encourage excellence in science education, in Astronomy and Arts, and to promote 

friendship among young people from different nations. 

One of the goals of the Painting Through the Universe II project was to create 

opportunities for the exchange of information about school Physics, Astronomy and Art 

topics taught in the member countries. 

It consisted of a photo exhibition, in which viewers had the chance to admire 

thrilling pictures from “The Great Moonbuggy Race, Huntsville, Alabama, N.A.S.A” and 

magnificent photos made by students from South Africa depicting exciting natural 

phenomena, such as dramatic sunsets and sunrises, breathtaking rainbows, a variety of 

clouds, different types of relief, wonderful landscapes and much more. Participants were 



encouraged to vote their favorite artwork and the winning pictures were announced at the 

end of the pool. 

Organiser(s): Tudor Vianu” National High School of Computer Science in 

association with “The National Youth Development Trust”, from South Africa.  

Bombarascu Gabriela, Sorina Lupu, Ramona Dorobantu, Madalina Alecu, Ioana 

Ferariu 

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/painting2.html  

Logo: Discover galaxies, stars and planets! Let’s paint the Universe! 

Photos/images:  

 

 

  



Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 

400 students 

 

Activity 101 

Title: Stars vs. Students II  

Description:  

Astronomy lover? Prove your knowledge in a school contest! We will be waiting 

for you with a variety of questions regarding space, physics or engineering. If you 

manage to answer most of the questions and you beat your competitors, you can win one 

of our top prizes!  

Don’t forget to come and prove us that you are A FUTURE ASTRONOMER! 

Organiser (s): Catalin Munteanu 11D (moony_m19@yahoo.com), Radu Iordache 

(radu1204@yahoo.com 

Website (if available): http://wsw.lbi.ro/star2.html   

Photos/images  

 

 

   

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 30 students 

 

Activity 102 



Title: Lights, Camera… Universe! II 

Description: �

Have you ever seen a movie and felt that a certain sequence just didn’t feel right? 

Or have you ever wondered whether what you see in movies can actually be possible in 

real life? Let your voice be heard in a school debate on how thin the line between fiction 

and reality really is! If you feel inspired, come and let us know exactly what is wrong in a 

movie of your choice and why. Whether it’s about cuantic physics or common sense, we 

are all eager movie fanatics who would love to share your thoughts.  

Organiser (s): Anda Vladoiu (andaclav@yahoo.co.uk), Ioana Ferariu 

(ioana_fery@yahoo.com)  

Website (if available):  http://wsw.lbi.ro/light2.html   

Photos/images:   

 



 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 60 

 

Activity 103 

·  Title: Astronomy vs. Astrology�

Description: 

Let’s talk about astronomy...or is it astrology? It seems that a lot of 

people can’t figure out why reading the horoscope in newspapers isn’t the 

same with having an idea about the sky’s secrets. Ever wondered about this? 

Help us distinct science from superstition in an intense debate on how the universe 

influences our behavior. Uncover the mysteries that bind astronomy and astrology and 

understand the misconceptions people tend to have.  

This “astro-“ thing may be confusing at first, but we think that with a little help anyone 

could see the difference between the two “astros”! So please, join us in our quest of 

making the esoteric a trivial matter. 

Organiser (s): Patricia Vilceanu 11D (patriss@ymail.com) 

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/astronomie2.html  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 20 students 

 

Activity 104 



Title: Closer view 

Description:  

Ever wondered how the moon looks like on a closer view? Now you have the 

opportunity to find out. Join us as we’re going in Herastrau Park armed with several 

telescopes, plenty of flyers with cool astronomy data and a strong desire to observe the 

moon, Jupiter and Saturn in their finest detail trough the lens. Take part in this open 

astronomy class and help us travel on the trails of NASA LCROSS and Cassini missions; 

we’ll also measure the magnitude of the night sky and try to localize several 

constellations. You’ll be joined by a lot of students and other members of the local 

community.  

Organiser:  Cosmin Ion (cosmin_ion2008@yahoo.com)  

Website (if available): http://wsw.lbi.ro/closer2.html   

 

Photos/images:  

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 100  

 

Activity 105 



Title: Learning by teaching 

Description: 

In addition, several teams of dedicated high school students decided to go to 

kindergartens and primary schools to talk to the children about basic astronomy concepts, 

initiating them in the mysterious world outside out planet. 

Here is the plan of one such team: ‘We've prepared a layout of galaxies and one of 

Saturn's with which we, a group of six students, will go in schools. So far, we already 

went to first and third grade. Our activity is based on an interactive and funny dialogue 

with the dwarfs (pupils). We will present them some curiosity and knowledge about the 

Universe (made for their ability to understand), we will talk about the projects we've 

participated at and, together, we will solve a task sheet. The class team and the teacher as 

well, will both receive a diploma for participating. 

Organisers: Despina Turcu, Cristina Ion, Deleanu Roxana, Iulia Stefan, Ion  

Andrei, Nicut Andreea, Filimon Andra, Savu Patricia 

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/teach2.html 
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Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 400  

 

Activity 106 



Title : LCROSS 

Description: 

Come and witness history at its making! Watch LIVE how the Lcross robotic 

spacecraft operated by NASA hits the lunar surface. Be a part of evolution by sharing this 

unique moment with other enthusiasts. 9th October, 13.00h. We’ll be waiting for you!  

Organiser (s): 11th grade  

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/lcross2.html 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 50  

 

Activity 107 

Title: Dribbling on Mars 

Description: 

Are you a sports fanatic? Do you dream of expanding your passions and skills to 

an intergalactic level? This is your chance to stand out and spread your enthusiasm!  

Come and share your ideas through drawings and descriptions. Imagine how some 

of the sports existing today can be adapted to the conditions on other planets. 

Did you know a man can fly with wings on Titan (a natural satellite of Saturn)? 

How do you think Harry would catch the golden snitch in a Titan version game of 

Quidditch?  

Organiser (s): Catalin Munteanu, Cosmin Stefan, Radu Iordache , Stan Adrian  

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/mars2.html  

Logo: Bring your craziest fantasies to life! Make up new rules, new games for the 

colonists of tomorrow!  

Photos/images available:  



 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 40  

 

Activity 108 

Title: Physics gone wild 

Description: 

How is the genius in you feeling today? Whether you dream of blowing 

something up or just wish to share your curiosities and findings, now is the time to do it! 

Everything, anything in the name of science! Don’t waste this unique opportunity to 

bring up the brainiac that lies in you and to meet other enthusiastic people who dare to 

break the rules, no matter the result!  

Let’s turn the school into a test field for a day! 

If you don’t feel inspired, visit: 



http://www.cdli.ca/sciencefairs/ 

http://www.thenakedscientists.com/ 

http://www.weirdexperiments.com/ 

Organiser: Iliesiu Luca (lucasys9819@yahoo.com)  

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/wild2.html  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 30 students 

 

Activity 109 

Title: Houston, we have a take off!  

Description:  

Have you ever dreamed of sending your message to the skies? Now you have the 

opportunity to put your engineering skills to a test of creativity and endurance. How? By 

building your own rocket!  

The sky is our limit and our quest is to reach it. Let’s make those birds fear the 

imagination of mankind! 

Organiser: Iliesiu Luca 

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/huston2.html 

Photos/images:  

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 39 students 



 

Activity 110 

Title: Mini-Moonbuggy Race 

Description: 

Ever dreamed of flying to the Moon? No matter the answer, we invite you to build 

a vehicle designed to aid the exploration of the lunar surface, in short, a Moonbuggy – 

miniature size, of course. You’re not sure how a Moonbuggy should look like? It’s quite 

simple. It has to be tough, so it can resist the bumpiest ride possible (just think of all 

those craters and rocks the Moon has!). It has to be reliable and easy to maneuver. The 

rest depends on your creativity. 

Join our competition and help bring the Moon a few steps closer! (you can use 

remote control cars as a start). Good luck!! 

Organiser(s): Sorina Lupu, Gabriela Bombarascu 

Website: http://wsw.lbi.ro/moonbuggy2.html  

Photos/images:  

 

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 30  

 

Activity 111 



Title: „ She is an astronomer” 

Description: The activity took place on 1st and 8th of March 2009 and had the purpose 

to prove that women can also be astronomers. With this occasion we shared amulets to 

the women. 

Organiser: Astroclub Bucharest 

Website: www.astroclubul.ro  

Logo:  

Photos/images:  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 150  

 

Activity 112 

Title: „ From Hiparch to Hubble” 

Description: The activity was realized in partnership with C.M.N.S. Galati and „Calin 

Popovici” Astroclub. It developed on 21.03.2009 in many sections: symposium, 



astronomy contest and solar party. The participants were students from Tulcea, Galati and 

Barlad. 

Organisers: „ Delta Orion” Astroclub – Children’s Palace Tulcea 

Website (if available):  

Logo (if available): – 

Photos/images: – 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this: 80 

Budget: 350 EUR 

 

Activity 113 

Title: „ 100 hours of astronomy” 

Description: It was a four days activity (2 - 4 April 2009). We presented movies and 

projects about astronomy and made known the activity of the greatest astronomers. 

During the day we enjoyed the solar party and in the night, the star party. The activities 

took place in schools and colleges from Tulcea, Macin and Babadag Children's Palaces 

Organiser: the above mentioned colleges and palace  

Website: www.100hoursofastronomy.org; www.oriondelta.s5.com  

Photos/images:  

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 250 

Budget:200 EUR 

 

Activity 114 

Title: „ I and the Universe”  



Description: At this exhibition participated over 120 students from Tulcea, Roman, 

Barlad, Bacau, Piatra Neamt and it took place from 1st to 15th may 2009 . 

Organiser (s):”Delta Orion” Astroclub 

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com   

Logo: 

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity:120 

Budget: 250 EUR 

 

Activity 115 

Title: „ Under the celestial sky of Sulina”  

Description: 

The contest took place from 30th of July to 2nd of august 2009 and gathered over 64 

students from Tulcea, Suceava, Bucharest, Bacau, Falticeni, Oradea, Calarasi, Craiova, 

Barlad .  

Organiser: „Delta Orion” Astroclub  

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com  



Logo:                                          

Photos/images:  

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity: 64 

Budget:1000 EUR 

 

Activity 116 

Title:” Albert Einstein” 

Description:  

The symposium took place on October 24, 2009. It was intended for the students from 

secondary school and college. They have presented projects in astronomy and 

astrophysics, and the most original ones were awarded. 

Organiser (s):”Delta Orion” Astroclub – Children’s Palace Tulcea 

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com   

Logo:                                            

Photos/images :  



 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this activity:60 

Budget: 300 EUR 

 

Activity 117 

Title : ” Galileean Nights”  

Description: There was film screening about the history of astronomy. Observations to 

the Moon, Jupiter's moons, objects M, took place in the Public Square and on the 

platform of Children's Palace. This project has been successful among the public. 

Organisers:”Delta Orion” Astroclub – Children’s Palace Tulcea 

Website: www.oriondelta.s5.com    

Logo:                                                       



Photos/images:  

 

 

Estimated number of people who attended or were reached by this 


